
Elder’s Name                                              Elder’s Phone #  

 In the season of Advent we prepare for the coming of the Lord. But how does that coming 
happen? How will we know when the Lord arrives? Every year during Advent, the scriptures 
tell us about the coming of Christ in apocalyptic and terrifying ways: 

“Then the Son of Man will appear in heaven and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with great power and might.”  Matthew 24:30 

“One who is coming after me… will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat in his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.”  Matthew 3:11-12 

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son 
of Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying…   

                              … and the flood came and destroyed them all.”  Luke 17: 26-27 

“Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  Luke 3:9 

According to scripture, the coming of Christ will be a catastrophic event; one in which the 
four elements of earth, wind, water and fire will participate in a time of chaos and an  
ultimate reckoning.  

In our worship this Advent, we will be challenged to reconcile these  
images of upheaval  and elemental fury with the images of hope, peace, 
joy and love that we find more comforting; as comforting as the sound 
of a newborn’s cooing at his mother’s breast. A thought as terrifying as a 
God who would place the hopes of a whole world in a baby’s breath.  
      Blessings, 

      Mark    
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This issue of Connections comes hard on the heels of the most exciting baseball 
season in 22 years and is leading up to the wonderful seasons of Advent and 
Christmas. Rev. Mark’s reply to me when I asked him one Sunday in September 
why he talked about football when the Jays were THE TEAM was “I don’t want to 
jinx them.” 

We have been glued to our TVs, listening to the Fan radio station, reading all the 
articles about baseball, following the Jays on Twitter, talking about almost noth-
ing else at work. What a great season it has been! It is all about the emotions of 
trying so hard at every play; the glory of the bat flip and the dejection of the fly 
ball caught so easily ending the game. In 1993 I wanted to put an election sign on 
my lawn:  Cito Gaston for Prime Minister. This year the post season happened 
during an election campaign too: David Price for Prime Minister. What to watch, 
the election or the Blue Jays? My favourite sports columnist, Cathal Kelly in the 
Globe and Mail, quoted Rogers Hornsby (the “Rajah”, career .358 batting average 
second only to Ty Cobb): “People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no 
baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.” 

Donna’s article about reaching out to our community is a call to us to keep up the 
good work. We need only think of the Fashion Show, Daytimers, the Talent Show, 
Carolling, and the Christmas Concert which all bring us 
together as a church community and also reach out to 
our broader neighbourhood. We have a very committed 
group of volunteers at HVUC that enrich the lives of so 
many people. 

As a member of Unit 7 I have been helping with the 
Fashion Show for years, baking, organizing, setting up,  
and selling tickets. This was my first year as a model. My 
picture, at right, was taken by  Frank Job of the Eto-
bicoke Camera Club, who along with Nicky Huber took 
terrific pictures of the event. You can see lots more photos on page 15. 

Did you see the article in October 27th’s National Post: “Where Oprah meets the 
Divine”? Oprah has premiered a documentary series called “Belief” which is ex-
ploring the power of religion as a force for good across the globe. It talks about 
ours being an age of spiritual uprising. The writer says the show provides an alter-
native narrative to the increasing public disdain of faith. Belief presents contem-
porary religion from the perspective of on-the-ground faith and explores the shift 
to spiritual democracy – a radical widening of religious authority, with a pursuit 
of unmediated faith which amounts to a global spiritual revolution! It talks about 
the return of the meaning of belief as an experiential word meaning devotion and 
trust.  

In this age of spiritual uprising it is wonderful for us to be able to reach back to 
the ancient stories and beliefs to really experience Advent and Christmas. When 
we are confronted with a concept as terrifying “as a God who would place the 
hopes of a whole world in a baby’s breath” we are in awe. 

I love to hear from you, please send along your comments and suggestions. 

Susanne Hynes  

susanne@hyneslegal.ca 
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From Sarajevo to a New Life 

Issues and Us Presentation 

Zoran and Vesna Mrokovic shared their 
experiences as refugees. They came to 
Canada in 1993 through the sponsorship 
of Islington United Church.   The name 
"United" appealed to them especially 
because their homeland was breaking 
apart — as Syria is now. Catharine  
Clemens thanked them for their wonder-
ful insight to the refugee experience.  

mailto:susanne@hyneslegal.ca
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What would a church be without potluck 
suppers?  More importantly, what does a 
potluck supper have to do with carrying 
out the ministry of Christ?   

This summer Rev. Mark delivered a three-
part series about Jesus and the Table.  
Clearly, Jesus showed us that food for the 
body is an important means of access to 
food for the spirit.  The potluck supper, 
and other church events, are seen by the 
Congregational Development Team as a 
way of nurturing our congregants as a 
family, a family that shares with and cares 
for each other, a family that worships to-
gether and knows each other well.  

However, as important as it is to celebrate 
our church family, we must be careful not 
to close our doors to strangers.  Recently, 
as suggested by the theory of Eric Law's   
Holy Currencies, the Congregational Devel-
opment Team has advertised and passed 
out gracious invitations to our neighbours 
to join us at our events.   

Jesus did not say, "Keep the Good News a 
secret among yourselves."  He encouraged 
us to take to the road, share meals with 
strangers, and allow them to join us on 
the journey.   

Humber Valley United Church loves to 
help others in distress.  We support the 
less fortunate, near and far, with our Out-
reach campaigns.  But  our mission must 
also be concerned with building new rela-
tionships within our community. Law 
maintains that the Currency of Relation-
ships is one of the six basic assets of any 
church.  It must be nurtured to keep the 
Church sustainable. 

To date, a few of us walk the streets of 
Humber Valley Village dropping invitations 
to our events into our neighbours' mail-
boxes.  The more who can help us with 
this, the more people will recognize our 
name and the genuine nature of our hos-
pitality.  Today, when many, many people 

have never been to church, they need to 
be asked often.  Happily, a number of 
strangers have recently attended our 
events.  We need to talk to them, sit with 
them, get to know them.  We need to in-
vite them to the next event.  And the Con-
gregational Development Team needs 
your help. 

In a few weeks we will be having a Talent 
Show.  Family members who attend to see 
their loved ones perform will get a strong 
impression of the folks at Humber Valley.  
Please plan to attend and to welcome 
them.  Early in December we will again 
perform our Living Nativity on the front 
steps.  Our neighbours are becoming 
aware of this as an annual tradition.  
Please plan to be involved yourself.  Be a 
shepherd or an angel, make cookies, deliv-
er invitations.  

Please help the Congregational Develop-
ment Team spread the Good News of Je-
sus Christ in our neighbourhood.  Join the 
team.  Call or speak to Deb Turnbull or 
Donna McCorquodale. 

Donna McCorquodale 

Congregational Development Team 

Over food,  

Jesus taught us His Prayer. 

 

Over food,  

Jesus taught us how to  

remember him through the 

symbols of bread and wine. 

 

With food,   

Jesus taught us that  

miracles happen.   

P o t l u c k  S u p p e r s   
a n d  o t h e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  H o s p i t a l i t y  



Rev. Mark was the  

anniversary preacher at 

Lowville United Church, 

Halton Presbytery  

on Sunday, October 25.  

Thank you to Carla Sandrin 

and Brian Goodman for  

taking the service  

at Humber Valley. 

In May of 2015, the Executive Committee 
(Official Board) concluded a very long and 
thoughtful exploration of the priorities 
that need attention at Humber Valley 
United Church.  This exploration was the 
product of the Mission and Ministry Pro-
file.  The Committee and others who cre-
ated a review of our Profile agreed that 
our top priorities for this year are:  Lead-
ership, Pastoral Care and Communica-
tions.   

Early in September, at a special meeting 
of the Executive Committee, an im-
portant  issue pertaining to Leadership 
was addressed, the issue of Governance.  
Over the past number of years many 
questions have arisen as to the effective-
ness of our Executive in terms of its 
structure and procedures.  This meeting 
determined that the name of the govern-
ing body of Humber Valley would be 
changed to “Leadership Council”.  We are 
no longer the “Executive Committee” or 
the “Official Board.”  The name 
“Leadership Council” both clarifies the 
role of the governing body of this church 
and its name in so far as it describes its 
function and puts the stress on the im-
portance of Gracious Leadership, both lay 
and ministerial, within the church.  At 
this meeting, the seats on the Council 
were reviewed as well.   Every meeting of 
the 2015 – 2016 year will continue to 
develop plans of action pertaining to the 
Leadership at Humber Valley.  Next 
month we hope to have completed an 
updated version of our Operational 
Guidelines.  We are determined to make 
more opportunities available for Lay and 
Ministry Leadership Training going for-
ward.   

When our Associate Minister departed in 
2014 she was not replaced; it was obvi-
ous that we had developed a pressing 
need for a new approach to Pastoral 
Care.  David Dallimore as Chair of Pasto-
ral Care and Joanne Stenerson as Clerk of 
Session have agreed to provide leader-

ship for this task.  At the October 
meeting David presented an initial report 
on the past, present and future needs for 
Pastoral Care here at Humber Valley.  We 
will have a proposal for the Stephen Min-
istry for our November meeting.  One 
significant point is that Pastoral Care is 
not just seniors’ care, but all care re-
quired by our congregants and their fam-
ilies.   

Finally, as the Congregational Develop-
ment and Communications Committee is 
fully aware, the job of Communications 
at Humber Valley United Church is a cru-
cially important one.  The Website is a 
most important mission of the modern 
church.  The techno-savvy new genera-
tion will go to a website before they set 
foot in a new place of business, a new 
restaurant or a new church.  The new 
website (www.hvuc.ca)  is up and run-
ning but there is still much work to be 
done.  There are opportunities for leader-
ship in the important area of communica-
tion (not just the website).  

There are other serious issues of con-
cern, as well, including: 

 developing our understanding of the 
Holy Currencies  

 relationship building with the other 
churches in our area 

 supporting our Outreach program 

 updating our Mission and Ministry 
Profile  

 youth ministry/Sunday School 

 managing our finances 

 stewardship of the Capital Funds 

 stewardship of our church building. 

 
Our financial goals are tough to achieve.  
Last year for the first time in a number of 
years we ended the year with a small sur-
plus – with the support of the Capital 
Funds.   Each year we slip into a deficit 
during the year and worry about the 
yearend.  Last year we balanced the 
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budget at the end of the year; if we get 
strong support financially in the last quar-
ter of this year we should be able to bal-
ance the budget again this year. 

The Capital Funds raised for Outreach are 
to be used to support our Outreach pro-
grams over a number of years.   We have 
approved the request for $15,000 from 
the Capital Funds to support the Outreach 
programs in 2016. 

On a very positive note, Joanne Stenerson, 
one of our Congregants has requested 
support for entering into the 12 month 
Discernment Process for “Designated Lay 
Ministry” within the United Church of 
Canada.  The Leadership Council has sup-
ported this request, recruited members to 
help in the process, and asked the Presby-
tery to proceed with this Discernment.    

We know we have these and other con-
cerns to address.  We hope that, having 
defined our needs very clearly, having re-
drawn our Governance Structure, and 
keeping our agenda clear of extraneous 
detail,  we can move forward effectively 
to develop the methods and means of 
meeting our needs.  I urge you to not hesi-
tate to ask questions and make sugges-
tions and to offer your help in making the 
mission of  Humber Valley United Church 
vibrant, exciting and spiritually fulfilling. 

If you would like to receive minutes or 
documents referred to by the Leadership 
Council please contact me at  
stevemccorquodale@gmail.com. 

Steve McCorquodale 

Chair, Leadership Council 

. . .  O u r  n e w  L e a d e r s h i p  C o u n c i l  

 HVUC Leadersh ip  Counc i l   
 
 Chair    Steve McCorquodale 

 Past Chair   Gary Halpenny 

 Secretary   Joan Belford 

 Treasurer   Joanne Moilliet 

Stewardship & Finance  Joann Moilliet, Acting 

 Worship and Music  Deborah Turnbull 

 Ministry and Personnel  Peter White 

 Property   Murray Smith, Chair 

 Clerk of Session   Joanne Stenerson 

 Pastoral Care   David Dallimore 

 Outreach   Barbara Clarke and Sally Jo Martin 

 UCW    Sharon Dowdall 

Congregational Development Deborah Turnbull, Acting 

 Christian Education  Adult Education    Carla Sandrin 

     Youth/Sunday School    Marianne Zin 

 HV Foundation   Dennis Schettler 

 Trustees   Allan Orr 

 Presbytery Representative Gail Hamblin 

 Coordinating Minister  Mark Winger 

 Minister of Music  Paul Chant 

 
We are seeking new leadership for  

Stewardship & Finance and Congregational Development 

Judy Smith’s Westmount 

Gallery wins Gems of 

Etobicoke-Lakeshore 

Award 

Bernard Trottier and Peter 

Milczyn hosted the Annual 

Gems of Etobicoke-Lakeshore 

Awards Ceremony attended by 

more than 200 people in the 

spring of 2015.  

The award is for exceptional 

service provided by small busi-

nesses. Westmount Gallery was 

awarded Best Culture and Rec-

reation, North.  

Thank you, Judy, for all you so 

quietly do for our church and 

our wider community. 

mailto:stevemccorquodale@gmail.com


In Canada, we have all the fresh water we need.  
Sadly, 3.5 million people in developing countries  

will die this year from diseased water. 

Toronto business people and musicians have rallied to raise funds for this cause.   

Led by our congregation’s Steve Mallory, Team “Change The World” is raising funds 
to drill water wells, primarily in Africa. One well supplies fresh water to 1000 people 
for 25 years. This well provides hydration, sanitation, and safety as villagers (often 
young girls) are free from having to travel miles daily. Our team has a goal of funding 
three wells, and supplying fresh water to 3000 people.  We need your support to 
help us reach our goal.   

How is our team raising funds for this cause? A record album has been created in-
volving a number of great Toronto musicians, now on iTunes. Also, a fundraising 
night will be held on Monday November 23 at Hugh’s Room, one of Canada’s top 
music venues. 200 people are expected. You’ll hear a night of great original rock mu-
sic by the Cherry Trees Band, and you’ll hear a variety of music from guests, includ-
ing from Nashville Gospel recording artists the “Masters Four” who performed at 
HVUC last year.  

Team “Change the World” has a financial goal of $25,500.  
We are hopeful we can count on you to attend this evening and help. A brochure is 
available at HVUC, from Peter White and from Rev. Mark Winger. 
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Please take a minute and view 

the Water for Life Initiative 

(GAiN Canada) video.  

 

C h a n g e  t h e  W o r l d  

A Special Evening with the 
Cherry Trees Band and 

Friends, the "Change the 
World” album release debut. 

 
Monday November 23rd  

dinner: 6pm  
or seating only 7:00-7:30 

presentation: 7:45,  
show 8pm.   

 
Hugh’s Room  

2251 Dundas St W, Toronto, 
Tickets- 

reserve at 416-531-6604  
$30 in advance;  
$35 at the door.  
Dinner is extra.   

All proceeds go to the  
Water for Life Initiative  

(GAiN Canada).  
 

Grab some friends and get a 
table together! 

http://hughsroom.com/2015/09/the-cherry-trees-band-friends-a-fundraiser-for-the-water-for-life-initiative/
http://globalaid.net/initiatives/water-for-life-initiative
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4:00 am 
Twelve year old Akouvi rises before dawn and begins her four-kilometre trek for water 
in the dark.  If she hurries, she might make it back in time for school. 

But as she nears the open, hand-dug well where her village collects their water, it is  
already crowded.  There are dozens of exhausted women and young girls just like her 
waiting to fill their metal basins with its putrid liquid. 

Finally, it’s Akouvi’s turn.  She fills her bucket with muddy, polluted water that’s riddled 
with disease and parasites.  Still, Akouvi and her family will drink it, cook with it and 
bathe in it.  They have no other option. 

Akouvi hoists a 40 pound container of this awful water atop her head and makes for 
home.  By the time she returns, Akouvi is late for school.  She’ll be punished and beaten 
and she’s tired.  It will be difficult for her to focus on her studies.  Her education is wan-
ing. But, tomorrow she’ll do it all again. 

Akouvi’s story is all too common for young girls throughout Afri-
ca.  She is tasked with tiring work that leaves her unable to get 
an education like her male counterparts.  This is the sacrifice 
she makes for water – the very water that will make her ill, and 
could ultimately cause her death. 

But there is hope. 

Excerpt from “GAiN Water for Life” April 2015 
Submitted by  

Kathy Lloyd 

W a t e r  f o r  L i f e  C a m p a i g n  -  

A d v e n t  2 0 1 5  

If you think HALLOWEEN is just for kids, think again.   

We seniors had a great Halloween party.  Most people came in costume or wore or-
ange, the colour that stands for joy and happiness.  We indulged in quiche, pumpkin 
crumble, HALLOWEEN cookies and had a lively presentation to follow. 

On November 30th we will learn about the work of,  and be introduced to, two therapy 
dogs.  On December 21st there will be an Advent communion, with Rev Mark presiding, 
followed by our Christmas Party and Carol Sing, and there will be a gift for all who 
attend. 

Be a regular or come when you are free, on the last Monday of the month.  You can be 
assured of a warm welcome.  Please let Judith know you are coming if you are not a 
regular, so we can be sure to have plenty of food. 416 239 5319.  

Judith Dallimore 

We at Humber Valley have 
been helping to break this 
cycle of suffering and injus-
tice that contaminated drink-
ing water has caused for 
generations.   

Together with Global Aid 
Network (GAiN) and 
LifeWater Canada, we have 
been providing deep-capped 
water wells right in the heart 
of villages, giving young 
women like Akouvi and their 
families access to pure, dis-
ease-free water. 

Watch for our Water for Life 
campaign this Advent and 
continue to be part of our 
well-digging community.   

D a y t i m e r s  



The United Church of Canada is 90 years old 
in 2015. The anniversary was marked in June 
of this year by the larger church. The inaugu-
ral service was held at the  
Mutual Street Arena in 
Toronto on June 10, 
1925. Some people in our 
congregation still have 
memories and memen-
toes of the 1925 service. 

Marion Bland was a little 
girl and can remember 
walking with her mother 
from their old church to 
their new United Church 
in Mimico. 

Wendy McBeth’s mother, 
Ruth, was one of the 
people serving commun-
ion to the huge congre-
gation on Mutual Street. 
Wendy still has her mother’s letter of instruc-
tions for the communion servers and a per-
fect copy of the Order of Service.  

She also has copies of the Humber Valley 
United Orders of Service for the 50th anniver-
sary of the United Church of Canada in 1975 
and the 60th in 1985. At the 50th service on 
June 8, 1975  Raymond Gould, our organist 
and Director of Music, played Ralph Vaughan       

Williams’ Old 100th as the processional hymn, 
the Chapel Tones sang Paul Simon’s Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters and the Senior Choir 
sang Gounod’s Sanctus with a tenor solo by 

Tom Clerke. Rev. Robert 
Watt’s sermon title was 
“Age of Contradictions” 
based on Genesis 1:3. At 
that service our hand-bells 
were dedicated in memory 
of David Gould and a spe-
cial presentation was 
made to Mrs. MacBeth 
and Mary Vanzandt who 
both were present at the 
Inaugural Service in 1925. 

On June 8, 1975 the CBC 
ran a one-hour special 
“concert of music and 
laughter” recorded live at 
the National Arts Centre in 
Ottawa featuring Don  

Harron, Tommy Ambrose and Catherine 
McKinnon. 

If you have memories or mementoes you 
would like to share,  please contact me at  
Susanne@hyneslegal.ca. 

Susanne Hynes 
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HELP WANTED!! 

Decorations will soon be put out to adorn 

the Sanctuary and other areas of our 

church for the Christmas season.   

Lots of helping hands will be needed for 

the task. Can you be one?   

No experience needed. 

Come and join the fun on  

Friday, November 27th at 9:30 am.   

Coffee and fresh muffins will be provided. Mary Jane, Stan and Bruce try different kneading techniques 

on the bread being prepared for World Wide Communion. Lots 
of helping hands made wonderful bread for the sacraments on 
October 4th. 

mailto:susanne@hyneslegal.ca
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During the summer when many in the congregation were away, there was little pro-
gress on the specific tasks needed to complete the basement repair saga. Most of my 
time as project lead was spent arguing– by e-mail, phone, letter, and in person – with 
the insurance company about the settlement of our claim after the flood of July 2013.  

Several of the issues were, at our request, subjected to a review by the insurance 
company and the contractor they hired to do the removal of the asbestos tile. Our 
problem was one of quotes vs. actual billings. In the end, HVUC collected $125,572.36 
for reconstruction of the damaged areas and replacement of damaged features. 
While this seems a large amount; it is actually a little less than we spent to get the 
damage repaired.  

When the settlement cheque arrived, I met with the financial side of our church. They 
were extremely patient as I progressed through this quagmire of insurances! We re-
viewed all the expenditures and the generous donations that have been received. 
When all was balanced it was found that we have sufficient money to pay off the bills 
from our contractors (no interest charged) and to undertake three remaining key 
components of the repair in Friendship Hall namely: 
 replacement of the 14 windows most of which are leaking, 
 painting the walls, and 
 polishing the concrete floor.  
As the original 1952 structure of the church basement was exposed we also found old 
below-code wiring and plumbing fixtures. New materials were needed and many ad-
justments were necessary to comply with current Electrical, Plumbing and Building 
Codes.    

Two other projects have been done: the entire Church basement was wrapped in a 
waterproof membrane on the outside of the foundation and new lighting fixtures or 
bulbs were installed under an energy efficiency program offered by Toronto Hydro. 
These were primarily funded by donations from the congregation and the HVUC 
Foundation.  

In the current climate of decreased givings and less overall flexibility for discretionary 
expenditures, the Leadership Council has been wrestling with all of these major ex-
penditures. The decision to, literally, firm up our basement has consistently been the 
priority.  

My thanks go to many people who have helped us get closer to completion: 

Cheryl Drake  for all the rearranging of every aspect of church life so we could 
work in the basement;  

Steve McCorquodale, Joanne Moilliet and Anita Wakeman who gave me the 
tolerance of  stretching the finances until we got to the end;   

Zoran and his crew for helping when asked and trusting me that it would 
work out right;  

Catharine and Peter Clemens for their design and refurbishing of the Music 
Room, and  

All of you for your belief that we would get it right and get it done.  

Almost there !!! 

Peter White 

Basement Project Co-ordinator, pjtwhite@pathcom.com 

T h i s  o l d  C h u r c h  

mailto:pjtwhite@pathcom.com


The United Church of Canada is deeply concerned for the more than 6 million people 
who are now internal or external refugees, displaced by the fighting in Syria. As the 
numbers of refugees increase, the United Church has been asked to help. 

Thanks to the generosity of those who responded to the church’s initial appeal, as of 
September 2015 the United Church has contributed more than $400,000 to support 
partners responding to this crisis.   

Please provide your support today. Donations received and designated “Syria Relief” 
will be applied directly to support United Church Mission & Service partners and as-
sociates in this work. Funds donated to the appeal will be distributed to ACT and the 
Middle East Council of Churches.  Both of these agencies work with the United Na-
tions High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) in refugee camps in Lebanon and Jor-
dan. The Canadian government will match individual donations made between Sep-
tember 12 and December 31, 2015. 

Two Ways to Donate 

Make your cheques payable to Humber Valley United Church and mark “Syrian Relief 
Fund” in the bottom left corner. Place in the envelopes provided and put in the offer-
ing plates or take to the Office. Your donation will be recorded in your donations at 
the end of the year.       

Donate Directly                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Go to the United Church Website  (www.united-church.ca).                                                                            
Click on “Syrian Relief” and follow the instructions to donate.   
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Go to  

http://www.united-church.ca/syria  

to view the Syria Refugee video 

Emmanuel-Howard Park United Church (214 Wright Ave at Roncesvalles Ave) serves 
a large number of people living below the poverty line. As well as providing weekly 
dinners, they serve a special Christmas dinner each year. Guests are invited to select 
their own gifts from a table of items donated by local church groups. For the 3rd year, 
Humber Valley members have donated new, warm items such as hats, gloves, mitts, 
scarves and socks.  How special it will be for the dinner guests to choose something 
that will be appreciated all winter long. 

In addition, a cheque for $425.00 has been mailed from the Humber Valley 60th An-
niversary Capital Campaign to provide funds for a Sunday meal, and 20 cakes are 
being provided by the HVUC Valley Girls for their November 1st dinner.  These gifts 
are very much appreciated by the church, as they minister to their community.  

 

The United Church Syrian Relief Fund  

News from the Humber Valley United  

Outreach Committee 

G i v i n g  T h a n k s  

F r o m  H e a d  t o  T o e s  

http://www.united-church.ca/syria


Once a month, members of the Outreach 
and Action Committee deliver all the sup-
plies needed to serve a meal to all 50 res-
idents plus approximately 10 staff at 
Youth Without Shelter, using funds gen-
erously donated by church members. In 
addition, leftovers from church events 
(such as the Community BBQ, potlucks, 
Pancake Supper, etc) are delivered to the 
shelter, as well as cans of soup collected 
on Souper Sunday.  This year, the Out-
reach and Action Committee also invited 
all those who were able to donate Kraft 
dinner, canned meats and peanut butter 
to be delivered with the June 20th month-
ly meal. 

In addition, a cheque for $1,000.00 has 
been delivered from the Humber Valley 
60th Anniversary Capital Campaign to 
provide $1,000 toward the cost of food.  

We are currently looking for additional 
volunteers to help supply food items as 
well as financial donations which may be 
placed in the collection plate or handed 
in to the church office in the YWS enve-
lopes found on the bulletin board. Please 
contact Barbara Clarke at (416) 622-6422 
or Lynn Manning at (416) 233-8130 if you 
have anything you would like to share; 
YWS is always happy to receive more sal-
ads, squares, cookies, fruit, yogurt, etc. to 
augment their meals. Thank you.  

Please note that due to space limitations 
they are accepting new items of clothing 
only; no gently used items please.  

 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare for the Advent and Christ-
mas season, please also consider putting 
an item for Youth Without Shelter on 
your wish list.  
Their greatest needs at this time are:  

Pajamas (male/female) 

Slippers/flip-flops  

Sweatshirts (with hoodie) (male/female)  

Sweatpants (male/female)  

T-shirts (male/female)  

Cologne/body spray (male/female)  

Lip balm  

Deodorant (male/female)  

Nail polish/make-up/hair accesso-
ries/jewelry  

Toothbrush case  

Male boxer style underwear (sizes M-XL)  

Female underwear (sizes S-XL)  

Movie passes   

Gift cards (e.g. Tim Horton’s, Shoppers 
Drug Mart, Wal-Mart, etc.)  

Blankets (twin size)  

Towels  

Sheets (twin size)  

Male running shoes (sizes 10-13)  

Female running shoes (sizes 8-10)  

Winter boots (sizes 8-13)  

Body lotion (skin care)  

Body wash  

Facial tissue (individual sizes)  

Cereal bowls and mugs  

Long distance phone gift cards ($2 value)  

Backpacks  
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Y o u t h  W i t h o u t  S h e l t e r  

To keep current on their greatest current needs, you can access 
their website at http://www.yws.on.ca/ways-to-give/gifts-in-kind-2 

Thanks to all who pledged .. . . 

walk/run for Camps Scugog 

and Sparrow Lake.  

Your support  

was really appreciated.  

Sally Jo Martin, Cheryl Drake 

and the Christie family  

tel:%28416%29%20622-6422
tel:%28416%29%20233-8130
http://www.yws.on.ca/ways-to-give/gifts-in-kind-2
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Clergy, Board of Management, Secretaries, Custodians,   15 September, 2015 

Humber Valley United Church, 

76 Anglesey Blvd., Etobicoke, ON 
 

This letter is to convey our thanks for 38 productive years, meeting in Humber Valley United Church. A group of 39 newly 

retired gentlemen, many from your congregation, assembled to form a club that would provide services to your  

community. They received their charter from Kiwanis International in 1977. Membership grew to a peak of 129 from 1987 

to 1993, and has declined steadily ever since. At the conclusion of this Kiwanis year, we have just 12 members. With an 

average age of 90 years, we are unable to continue the service to our community for which we were known. 

For all of those 38 years, we have provided volunteer drivers for the Canadian Red Cross “Meals on Wheels” program, at 

its peak, three days a week covering two or three delivery routes. Each route delivers meals to about a dozen shut-ins. 

In keeping with the Kiwanis slogan, “Young children — priority one” we supported breakfast clubs and snack programs in 

two schools and three apartment complexes. We sponsored the Breakfast Club  at Greenholme  Junior-Middle School for 

over 20 years, and at its peak having one or two members help prepare and serve  breakfasts every day, and raising the 

money to provide a good start to the day for 125 or more pupils. We also supported a Moms and Tots program at  

Willowridge subsidized housing project. 

At Silver Creek Nursery School, many of our members built and maintained special desks for disadvantaged children.  

Others transported children to the Gus Ryder Pool weekly for special therapy. 

The Kiwanis Music Festival is an activity which required the volunteer services of a great many members, to act as chair-

men of classes, receiving candidates, and generally assisting the adjudicators. Some members were involved in  

transporting materials to the many sites, and back to headquarters, and in constructing and maintaining signs. 

At West Park Hospital, one of our members served as librarian for many years. Other assisted with (originally weekly, but 

declining to twice and then once a month) evenings of entertainment, serving refreshments, and controlling the number 

of alcoholic drinks patients were allowed to consume. 

Two of our members played pianos weekly at Seniors’ Centres, entertaining or leading the singing, for 12 years. 

For 25 years, as a fund-raising effort, we imported and sold Indian River ruby grapefruit from Florida. At its peak, this  

activity involved three transport loads, a total of 5,250 twenty-pound cartons of grapefruit and yielded a profit of 

$21,000. The money was augmented by the sale of nuts and fruitcake before Christmas each year. The profit was passed 

along to charitable organizations in Etobicoke. 

The 12 surviving members of the Kiwanis Club of Islington have given a total of 244 years of service to Kiwanis and Eto-

bicoke. The longest serving members have been meeting at Humber Valley United Church since 1983, a total of 32 years. 

We are proud of our connection to the Club, the Church, and the Community. 

 

 

T h e  F o r m e r   
K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  I s l i n g t o n  

*on vacation 

Please note: This letter was transcribed 
by Connections staff and the signatures 
have been reproduce as an image. The 
original is in the church office. 
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How should we mark this Remembrance Day, we who have never known war? 
How do we know what’s the right thing to say, or just what the poppy stands for? 

Why do our throats swell and eyes sting with tears when the Last Post rings out in the 
air? 
We did not suffer. We felt no pain. We simply were not there.  

How can we feel what the young recruits felt as they raced from the farm to enlist, 
Worried the war would be over before they got there; the sport would be missed? 

What is a Silver Cross mother to us, who never sent children to fight? 
How can we think we might know how she felt, as she cried through the long lonely 
night? 

How can we know how the families fared, with no help and their crops unattended, 
Left to roll bandage and drink pots of tea, with their plans for the future suspended? 

How could my Uncle, recalling that war, find a spring in his step once again, 
Forgetting the mud and the deaths and the gore, remembering his bond with his men? 

In more recent times, we have sent soldiers off where it’s hot and there’s sand in the 
air, 
We know they faced danger, we know soldiers died, but, to us, it was still “Over There”. 

Suddenly our peace of mind disappeared. Our government seat was invaded. 
Not from afar, these attackers were ours. Our sense of complacency faded. 

And now that the blinders are gone from our eyes, we ask what and where, why and 
how?  
Who were they?  What caused this? Is this the new way?  And, most of all, what to do 
now?  

Do we honour a soldier because he was shot, or was downed on the street with a car? 
No, it’s not how he died; it’s the fact he enrolled. He’s a hero because he was there. 

We ask how a God who is loving and just, could stand by as the devil rejoices. 
But then we remember, God gave us Free Will. And it seems that we’ve made some bad 
choices. 

So on this Remembrance, we ask once again: “Do we know what it’s really about?” 
When we next bow our heads and we say our Amen, let us pray that we never find out.  

 Joan Belford, November 11, 2014 

2015 is the 100th anniversary of the writing of In Flanders Fields by Lt. Col. John McCrae  
who was born and raised in Guelph, Ontario. It is also the 70th anniversary of VE Day, 
May 8, 1945, when millions of people, particularly in Europe, spilled into the streets in a 
massive show of emotion and relief at the end of hostilities.  But the war raged on in 
the Far East and VJ day didn’t come officially until September. 

Over the past year we have featured a number of articles and poems about the 20th 
century wars written by Jack Berryman. 

Photos top to bottom: Cpl. Cirillo’s son at his funeral, Veterans Affairs poster honouring 
In Flanders Fields, celebrating VE Day in Toronto, 1945. 

H o w  s h o u l d  w e  M a r k  t h i s  

R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y ?  

This poem was written by 

Joan Belford shortly after 

Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, 24, 

was shot at the National 

War Memorial in Ottawa, 

October 22, 2014.  

Joan shared the poem with 

Unit 7 and guests at our 

November 2014 meeting.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year we projected a surplus for the full financial year based on the level of giving 
last year and the reduction of staff payroll expense. 

We haven’t achieved the surplus that we had projected. Envelope givings are down 
dramatically.  Some expenses are up over last year – Office Expenses and Building 
Expenses.   

We do not want to end the year in a deficit position (particularly after being able to 
achieve a small surplus last year).  Last year, I believe, many people heard this con-
cern and increased their giving.  We ended the year in a surplus position. 

Thank you for your ongoing financial support of Humber Valley United Church that 
includes your support to current year programming and church operations, our on-
going capital campaign and special outreach projects.  If possible, please consider 
additional givings in support of good stewardship. God gives it all and then calls us to 
share.  Stewardship for the Church is managing its resources and Stewardship indi-
vidually for congregants is fulfilling our responsibilities to the Church to the best of 
our abilities. 

Steve McCorquodale 

Chair, Leadership Team 
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The report at right shows the 

financial results for Humber 

Valley United to the end of 

September 2015.    

As of the end of the  

September programming and 

operating expenditures  

exceeded revenue from  

various sources,  

resulting in a deficit of 

$25,555.   

The deficit is primarily  

as a result of envelope  

givings being down  

dramatically compared to 

last year at this time.  

S t e w a r d s h i p  U p d a t e  

Summer Camps  

at HVUC 

945 children had fun  

in the church  

during the summer  

attending  

Pedalheads - 836  

Mad Science - 100 

Sport Ball  - 9 

January – September 

  2015 2014 

Revenues     

PAR Givings $151,025 $154,638 

Envelopes/Stock Dona- $98,161 $142,770 

Use of Church $97,856 $82,273 

Trustees (Accrued) $17,100 $13,330 

Other $12,241 $15,394 

Total Revenue $376,383 $408,405 

Expenditures     

Payroll $257,413 $315,822 

Building Expenses $60,473 $52,536 

Office $22,053 $18,730 

Mission and Service $3,143 $5,163 

Presbytery Assessment $12,610 $10,602 

Music $16,141 $20,509 

Stewardship and Finance $21,028 $21,123 

Other Committees $5,327 $3,364 

Total Expenditures $398,188 $447,849 

      

Operating Deficit -$21,805 -$39,444 

Solar Depreciation $3,750 $4,167 

Deficit -$25,555 -$43,611 
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F a b u l o u s  F a l l  F a s h i o n  S h o w  

Photos by Nicky Huber and  
Frank Job, Etobicoke Camera Club 

The Fabulous Fall Fashion Show, held every year by women from the 
United Church Women at Humber Valley, is one of our church’s major 
fund raisers. Held this year on Saturday, October 24, it featured fash-
ions by Zack’s, a ladies store  located in Cloverdale Mall. 

Women from the church and from the wider community enjoyed hors 
d’oeuvers, a glass of wine, and home-made desserts. There was great 
shopping at a bake table and a vintage store as well as other boutiques 
and a silent auction. A group of Men in Tuxedos served the ladies who 
couldn’t help falling in love with them. 

The photos on this page give you a taste of the fun that was had by all. 



.  
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“THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS” 

A Concert by  

the  Chancel Choir and Junior Choir  

Paul Chant, Minister of Music  

Humber Valley United Church  
Sanctuary 
76 Anglesey Blvd.  
Toronto M9A 3C1  
416-231-2263 ext.22  
www.hvuc.ca  

        Friday December 18 at 7:30pm 

Includes pieces arranged by  

Mack Wilberg, Director of Mormon Tabernacle Choir 

and choral excerpts from Handel’s Messiah 

Tickets: $25 

Children: Free 
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After church on Sunday October 24 a group of 
intrepid hikers headed out on the annual Fred 
Van Der Vliet Fall Hike. 

We had an amazing day, weather wise, and the 
choice of the Humber Arboretum trails was per-
fect for our group.   Janet McColeman is a very 
experienced hiker and guide and she led us bril-
liantly. 

All the hikers that were there have been with 
us other years.   There were about 20 of us and 
we seem to be the core group that is "reliable" 
year-on-year for this activity.   We always want 
more to come as we feel  everyone else is miss-
ing so much! 

The colours were brilliant and fantastic!   For 
the last week of October, a week later than 
usual, we really lucked out with the array of 
colour and leaves still on the trees.   It is due to 
the fact that we have had some nice warm days 

in October. 

After the hike we 
enjoyed our indi-
vidual homemade 
lunches and 
coffee and tea, 
compliments of 
the leftovers from 
our church coffee 
hour.   It was well 
appreciated! 

A wonderful afternoon of fellowship and com-
munity in God's bountiful world.   His grace and 
love for us comes shining through in this most 
wonderful gift!  We all feel closer to God while 
experiencing these landscapes  

Andrea  

Ostvick-Van Der Vliet 

If you have ever had the experience of knowing that someone is praying for you, you 
know how encouraging and uplifting it can be. 

We pray for people of all ages and for all sorts of reasons: for physical, psychological 
and/or spiritual healing; for healing from addictions and for strength and guidance 
through difficult life crises ( e.g.loss of a  loved one/job, separation/divorce, parenting 
concerns) - to name but a few.  

Sometimes our prayers are answered promptly and directly, sometimes we require pa-
tience and perseverance and sometimes the answers are far beyond what we could 
ever ask. 

It can be very difficult to find the words to pray for yourself or your loved ones when 
things get rough so this is a wonderful alternative. If you would like to make a prayer 
request for yourself or someone you know please call me at 289-997-1492 or email me 
at witsend162@rogers.com and I will pass your request on to the group. If you are call-
ing on someone else’s behalf please be sure you have their consent. And please know 
that confidentiality is strictly observed within the prayer group. Anonymous requests 
are also accepted.  

And if you would like to be a member of the prayer chain just call or email me.  

We know from all the heartfelt gratitude that we have received over the years that the 
power of prayer is undeniable. Maybe you should consider tapping into it. 

Sue Hillery 

Co-ordinator  

F r e d  V a n  D e r  V l i e t  F a l l  H i k e  

P r a y e r  C h a i n  

Humber Valley United’s 

Prayer Chain has been 

operating since October 

2007 under the auspices 

of the Pastoral Care 

Team.  

We have 27 people ready 

to pray for you at any 

time.  

mailto:witsend162@rogers.com
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Great Coffee              Great Food               Catering 

 

 

 

 

Thorncrest Plaza 

1500 Islington Ave. 
Toronto, ON, M9A 3L8 
416-232-0512  

Invi te  your family, f r i ends  

and ne ighbours  to  join  us for  these  EVENTS . 

Dinner and Talent Show   
Saturday, November 21, 2015 - 6 p.m. Dinner $10 for adults and $5 for children. 

Interested in performing? Contact the Church Office or Deborah Turnbull at dtgbc01@gmail.com 

Kyle Matthews returns . . . Sunday Nov. 15  - 7:30PM 

Westway United Church, 8 Templar Dr (1 block north of Westway off Kipling). An evening of music, songs, stories. Part of 
proceeds benefitting youth Nicaragua Mission Trip.  

Tickets: $20 - May be purchased following the service or through HVUC church office. 
 

A Special Evening with the Cherry Trees Band and Friends,  

the "Change the World” album release debut. 

Monday November 23rd dinner: 6pm or seating only 7:00-7:30 presentation: 7:45, show 8pm.  Hugh’s Room 2251 Dun-
das St W, Toronto, ON. Tickets-reserve at 416-531-6604 $30 in advance; $35 at the door. Dinner is extra.   
All proceeds go to the Water for Life Initiative (GAiN Canada). Grab some friends and get a table together! 

 

Ontario POPS Orchestra  

 HVUC presents “Welcome to the Pops!” November 28th  8pm. Tickets $15 sold through church office. 
 

Live Nativity, Sharing of Carols with our Neighbours 
Sunday, December 6, 2015   

  

HVUC Christmas Concert  
Friday, December 18, 2015 - Featuring our own choirs 



David L. Hynes 
B.Sc., B.Ed., J.D. 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary 

Specializing in 
Wills, estates and real estate transactions 

 

Suite 510                                      Tel. 416 639-1905 

10 Four Seasons Place                Fax. 416 639-1470 

Etobicoke, M9B 2B1                 david@hyneslegal.ca 

Original Oil Paintings and Sculpture – Frames – Prints 

Limited Editions – Custom Framing – Restoration Work 

88 Advance Road       Toronto Ontario M8Z 2T7     

Tel. (416) 239-5427        Fax (416) 233-4915 

 

     www.westmountgallery.com                             westmountgalery@bellnet.ca  

Gallery Ltd. 
W e s t m o u n t  

Judy Smith 
President 

 

Walk into Scarlett Heights and enjoy our 

undivided attention! 

Located in the heart of Humber Valley 

Village , Scarlett Heights is known for its 
unparalleled levels of service, spacious 

suites, splendid décor and diverse  

amenities.  

Call today For your complimentary tour!             

(416) 977-0867 

www.residencesallegro.com 
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H u m b e r  V a l l e y  U n i t e d   

t h e  f r i e n d l y  c o m m u n i t y  c h u r c h  

76 Anglesey Blvd., Etobicoke, Ontario   M9A 3C1 
Telephone:  416-231-2263 
Email: hvuc@rogers.com 

A d v e n t  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  W o r s h i p  

November 8  – Remembrance Service – Rev. Mark preaching 

Nov 15   – Guest Preacher – Rev. Irene Ty  

Nov 22   – Rev. Mark preaching 

Nov 29   – Advent 1- Rev. Mark preaching, Baptism 

Dec 6   – Advent II – Rev. Mark preaching, Communion 
  – Casa Relief Sale following the service  
  – 6pm - Caroling and Live Nativity  

Dec 13   –  Advent III – Barry Rieder preaching,  
     Rev. Mark presiding, White Gift 

Dec. 16  – 7pm “Christmas in a Minor Key” 

Dec 20   – Advent IV – Rev. Mark preaching 

Dec 24   – 5:30pm – Family Christmas Eve Service 
     10:00pm – Lessons and Carols 

Dec 27   – Carol Sing 

Jan 3   – Epiphany 

See EVENTS 
on  page 18 


