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SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST 

 
Taizé  worship in Advent, 
Thursdays at 6 pm  
starting November 28 
 
White Gift Sunday  
December 15 
 
Tree Lighting & Caroling 
Sunday  Dec. 15: 7 pm. 
Wimbleton entrance.  
Hot chocolate & goodies. 
 
Santa Visits Daytimers  
December 16 
 
Christmas Eve:  
Family service at 5:30 pm 
Candlelight and  
communion at 10 pm 
 

Away in a Manger, no crib for a bed,  

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. Voices United 69 

We all have our favorite Christmas carols and hymns. These special songs can fill us with 
the joy of the Advent season, the deep peace of Christmas Eve, and the anticipation of 
great things to come in the birth of our Saviour! 

You may be surprised to learn that the word, carol, means “dance or a song of praise and 
joy!” When you hear your favorite carol, is your first impulse to get up and dance? Car-
ols were originally sung in Europe thousands of years ago, but not as Christmas Carols. 
These songs were sung at the Winter Solstice celebrations as people danced and rejoiced 
together. 

Christians, on the other hand, have been celebrating Christmas on December 25 since  
approximately 375 A.D. However, some of our favorite hymns were not written until 1,300 
years later! Hark the Herald Angels Sing was written in 1739. Silent Night was written in 
1818, and Away in a Manger was written in 1882. You may wonder what Christians sang 
before our modern classics. Below are the three oldest Christmas Hymns known: 

1. The oldest is “Jesus Refulsit Omnium” (“Jesus, Light of All the Nations”). This was 
written circa 4th century AD (between 310 – 367) by St. Hilary of Poitiers in France.  

2. The next oldest is “Corde natus ex Parentis” (“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”) written 
circa 4th century AD (between 348 – 413) by Aurelius Prudentius Clemens in  
modern-day Northern Spain. 

3. The third oldest is “The Friendly Beasts.” This was written circa 12th century AD by an 

unknown author in France, though modern English lyrics were written by Robert Davis.  

While these carols may not be at the top of your favorite’s list, they held special meaning 
for all those who sang them.  

I thoroughly enjoy many of the Christmas hymns and carols that we sing in church. Howev-
er, one of my favorites holds a very special meaning for me and my family. When our 
daughter was 5 years of age, she announced that she was singing a solo at the Christmas 
Concert. “Away in a Manger” now holds extra-special meaning! 

As we move to another special Advent, all our favourite hymns and carols keep our memo-
ries and traditions alive. It is my hope and prayer that as we sing this season, we intention-
ally hold the lyrics and tunes close, knowing the hope, peace, joy and love that is to come! 

Blessings in Christ, 

Elder        Phone  
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“I love music, it comforts and it heals the wounded 
spirit. Today [November 22] is the feast day of St 
Cecilia, the patroness of musicians. It is written 
that at her wedding, as the musicians played, “she 
sang in her heart to the Lord”. Saint Cecilia is one 
of the oldest saints in the Roman Church.”  

-Rev. Dr. Frank Gabourel 

November has been an absolute high watermark of music 
for me. I have been at five outstanding concerts: the  
music of Prince and Stevie Wonder at Koerner Hall;  
Massenet’s opera Thais in concert at Roy Thompson Hall; 
Mozart sung by Joyce DiDonato and conducted by Yannick 
Nezet-Seguin at Maison Symphonique in Montreal; the 
opera (or performance art piece) Akhnaten by Philip Glass 
perfomed in New York and seen in the Metropolitan 
Opera Live in Cinemas; and last, but by no means least, a 
jazz worship led by the Tom Reynolds Trio at Humber  
Valley United Church. 

Three of these concerts/operas were all about faith and 
God. In Thais, a very high class courtesan is brought to the 
Lord by a monk who was her 
childhood friend. She dies in 
rapture and he cannot con-
sole himself at her loss. That 
music reaches deep into the 
soul. Akhnaten was the first 
world leader to promote 
monotheism; he, an Egyptian pharaoh, predated Moses 
by a couple of hundred years. The opera about his life is a 
meditation on a single God in sound and sight. People are 
blown away by this piece. The jazz worship at HVUC was 
all about hope; swing jazz rhythms moving us forward into 
a better future. We listened to the fine musicianship of 
the trio and we sang our hymns with jazz accompaniment. 
It was splendid. 

And now the Advent and Christmas season is upon us. A 
huge part of the season is the music of wonder, celebra-
tion and introspection that goes with the season. The  
secular music reflects our memories, family gatherings 
and love at this time of year. The sacred music prepares us 
for the birth of the Christ Child and lets us proclaim the 
wonder and the glory of new life and hope in the world. 

Humber Valley United Church is a music destination in 
Etobicoke because of the fine acoustics and the beauty of 
our sanctuary. Five groups are staging their Christmas con-
certs in our sanctuary, under the Wesselow chancel 
screen, under the cross. I urge you to attend these con-

certs being presented by fine musicians and singers – the 
Canadian Croation Choral Society, the Etobicoke Centenni-
al Choir, the Etobicoke Philharmonic Orchestra, the Ontar-
io Pops and the Harmony Singers. We are blessed they 
have chosen our venue for their music. See p. 12 

On Sunday, December 8 at 2 pm, the Humber Valley  
United Chancel Choir, Handbell Ensemble, and soloists are 
presenting their annual Christmas Concert under the  
direction of Jill Diane Filion. I am sure I will see you all 
there. 

This edition of Connections features your stories about 
Christmas Carols, favourites and not quite so loved. This 
was David Dallimore’s great idea. I am sure you will love, 
and be touched, by the stories. 

My favourite personal Christmas song story is from the 
1980s. We had a young Chinese woman taking care of our 
children. I couldn’t believe it when she started playing 
Christmas songs by Alvin and the Chipmunks. Have you 
heard them? I was appalled — until we all broke down 
laughing at the pure silliness of it all. 

I love to hear from you. Please send me your comments 
and suggestions. Susanne@hyneslegal.ca 

HOLIDAY SEASON CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

November  

Monday - Thursday 9am-4pm 

December  

Monday, Dec. 2 - Thursday, Dec. 5:    9am-4pm 

Monday, Dec. 9 - Thursday, Dec. 12:  9am-4pm 

Monday, Dec. 16 - Friday, Dec. 20:     9am-4pm 

Monday, Dec. 23 - Tuesday, Dec. 24:  9am-4pm 

Thursday, Jan. 2 - Friday, Jan. 3:          9am-4pm 

JANUARY - Regular office hours resume  

Monday - Friday 9-4pm 

CHURCH BUILDING CLOSED:  

Dec. 25 - 28    

Dec. 30 - Jan. 1 

Akhnaten 

mailto:susanne@hyneslegal.ca
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Update  from the Board Chair  

We are blessed to have a vibrant church family where so 
many things are happening with our youth, our expanded 
seniors’ program, our music, our small groups, and our 
worship services.  I want to thank Rev. Rick for all his 
efforts this year. He stepped into the full leadership role 
after Rev. Ian left us a year before his original contract was 
up and has begun many new initiatives which have 
brought a number of new youth, newly married couples, 
young families and seniors into our midst. We are so 
blessed to have him with us.  

I just wanted to give you a little update. Since the congre-
gation unanimously approved the Strategic Plan, the TT2 
team (as an advisory group to the Board) has been work-
ing with Stewardship and Finance to determine options for 
financing components of the Strategic Plan through a pos-
sible line of credit. To this end, some of the team met with 
the past Chair of the Board from Lawrence Park Communi-
ty Church (LPCC) to determine how LPCC secured a line of 
credit for their church. We are also reviewing funding op-
tions for some of our proposed projects through grants 
and other funding mechanisms.  

In addition, the TT2 team has been working to come up 
with possible future staffing models for our church includ-
ing the ministerial position(s) and the staffing positions. 
They will be presenting options to the Board in December 
and then, after the Board comes to some consensus, the 
model the Board is recommending will be presented to 
the Congregation at a congregational meeting in the New 
Year for congregational discussion and approval.  

Also, the TT2 has been thinking about who they would 
suggest be on the search team. They will present their rec-
ommendations to the Board in December and, again, the 
final Board recommendation on the composition of the  

 

search team will be presented to the Congregation for dis-
cussion and approval. 

Many of you have been asking about Rev. Rick. To reiter-
ate, Rev. Rick is eligible to apply for a position at our 
church and, based on my discussions with him, he will be 
applying. His current contract with us ends on June 30, 
2020. Because of the nature of our situation over the last 
two years, we have to post a vacancy for any ministerial 
(ordained or diaconal) positions we wish to fill on the Unit-
ed Church of Canada website, ChurchHub. Then ministers 
looking for positions can apply for vacant positions 
through the same website. 

On behalf of the Board and the congregation, thank you to 
the TT2 team (Constance Crosby, Gail Cook-Bennett, Ron 
Crago, Mary Moffat Johansson and Alanna Goodman) for 
their continuing efforts.  

I also want to thank all our Board members and com-
mittee chairs, as well as Jill, Kelly, Claire, Michelle, Allison, 
Anita, Janet, Zoran, Dragan, Bennett, and George for all of 
their efforts. Our church would not be running so smooth-
ly without you. 

Also, thank you to each of you for your continuing support 
to our faith community. 

From my family to yours, I want to wish each of you and 
your families a very Merry Christmas. 

I look forward to seeing you at a Sunday service or at a 
church concert, event or small group in December. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if there is anything 
about the church you wish to discuss or share with me. 

Blessings, 

 

Chair, Board 
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S t i l l ,  S t i l l ,  S t i l l  
Christmas carols as opposed to Christmas songs always 
embrace the sacredness of the season.  We are assailed by 
so much secularism, that I embrace anything that reminds 
me to keep the peace of Christ in my heart.  ‘Still, still, 

still: the night is calm and still’.  It stills my soul in the 
midst of the madness and busyness.  Even the music is 
soothing.  It allows me to pause and let the Christ Child in. 

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen, is a Christmas spoiler for 
me.  Its minor key dampens the joy of the season, and I 
don’t want to be reminded of ‘satan’s power’.  It is a relief 
to reach the end of the carol when it redeems itself by 
stating, ‘this holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface’. 
An astute musician will even close with a tierce de 
Picardie. 

 
O  L i t t l e  T o w n  o f  B e t h l e h e m  

 
O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie,  
amid thy deep and dreamless sleep  

the silent stars go by.  

This fall Steve  and I really enjoyed watching the Ken Burns 
series on Country Music.  I admit to not being a “country 
music fan” but I would nevertheless have to say that some 
of my very favourite songs are classified as classic Country.  
The series helped me to make sense of my love/hate 
relationship with Country music.  Burns’ guests explained 
that a great song is a great song no matter its genre.  It is 
created by a true artist who combines lyrics and melody in 
a way that is meaningful and memorable.  For example, I 
learned that one of my favourite Country artists, Kris 
Kristofferson, is called the “Shakespeare of country 
music”.  His lyrics are complex and highly poetic, reflecting 
the superior intellect and imagination of their author.  The 
same can be said of the two lines above from one of my 
forever- favourite carols, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

 First off, the idea of singing a song to a little town just 
drives me crazy with delight.  From early childhood, 
Christian oldsters like me only need one word, 
“Bethlehem”, to conjure up all of our beloved visions of 
the first Christmas ... and to settle warmly into the 
Christmas spirit where love and peace and joy envelop us 
all.   

 I love the use of “thee” and “thy”.  I know we should 
never pray for silly things, but I do pray that those old 
English words do not disappear before I do...and, indeed,  
I even hope our grandchildren still learn them and love 
their soft, poetic texture.   

 “Amid thy deep and dreamless sleep”.  (I just had to go 
back and correct my spell checker as it turned my “thy” to 
a “the”!). How pretty!  How can anything or anyone really 
be “amid” its sleep?  But... is that not just the perfect word 
for this image?  I wish we could all enjoy some 
“dreamless” sleeps over the next busy month!  Maybe 
someone will even give us a Dodow for Christmas, the 
latest gizmo from the top ten new gadgets on this year’s 
wish list.  For just $80 it guarantees to “settle your mind” 
and put you to sleep.  Alternatively, I guarantee, if you just 
run the  first two lines of this lovely old Christmas carol 
through your mind, you can achieve the same inner peace.  
My guess is that many of you already know this trick!   

Finally, do you remember your English lesson on 
alliteration?  Let those “silent stars” be a reminder.   

Shhh.  Quiet now.  Shhh.   

This poet makes magic in this image of those brilliant,  
twinkling, exploding, multi-faceted and miniature solar 
explosions moving silently across the night sky.  The 
energy in the 
contrast is 
awesome ... just like 
the wondrous event 
that happened in this 
quiet little town 2019 
years ago!   

Thank you to 
whoever wrote “O 
Little Town of 
Bethlehem”.  You 
have made all my 
Christmases complete!   
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S i l e n t  N i g h t  
I very much enjoy Silent Night. It is such an emotional 
hymn with so much meaning.  It always puts a lump in my 
throat and tears are in my eyes 
whenever I hear it. Especially 
poignant is the first of the three 
verses.  It is such an endearing 
carol for bringing in the 
Christmas season and more so 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.  It can mean so many 
things especially more so the 
birth of Jesus Christ or the birth 
of a child or even I think can be 
used in some way for a funeral 
when you think of the 1st verse 
especially Lines 1, 2, & 5. 

Silent Night, Holy Night  - you can be silent, quiet or 
prayerful 

All Is Calm, All Is Bright - everything is calm around you; 
no stress; there is a light you can see that is shining upon 
you like the star. 

Round Yon Virgin, Mother & Child - The Virgin Mary with 
her newborn baby or a mother with her newborn baby or 
a child of God. 

Holy Infant So Tender & Mild - The Holy Infant, Jesus, 
from God or any infant that is born. 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (2) - The child is sleeping in 
Mary's arms or cradle or anyone that is sleeping or that of 
one who is sleeping eternally in God's hands in Heaven. 

Word paragraph in my version in my late-50's. 

Everything around me is silent, 
quiet, and peaceful; 

Everything around me is very calm 
with no stress with a bright star & 
Heaven shining over me; 

I was made in God's image and 
borne by my mother through my 
parent's image; 

I am a child of God who came into 
the world through my parent's love 
and happiness; 

I came in the world sleeping and 
will exit the world sleeping passing 
into the Kingdom of Heaven to meet 
my God and Jesus and my family 
and friends who have gone before 
me." 

The other three that I enjoy the most are very uplifting, 
upbeat and meaningful to the season of Advent including 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, O Come All Ye Faithful, 
and Silver Bells, Peace on Earth /Little Drummer Boy duo 
by David Bowie & Bing Crosby that was recorded in 
September 1977--one month before Bing Crosby died and 
many other versions by bands, Boney M, singles, etc. 

White Christmas by Bing Crosby is so very slow, drawn out, 
and sorrowful as I am growing older.  White Christmas is 
just that "I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas" where we in 
the City of Toronto rarely have a white Christmas.  

Everyone wants a fully-coated white Christmas on 
Christmas Day but do we ever get one--rarely.  That's why I 
feel it is like a funeral song not a happy song.  No matter 
what version I hear, it is still a very solemn and sad 
Christmas song.  I believe in this wholeheartedly and I'm 
not sure why my Dad didn't like it, but he didn't.  O 

Christmas Tree, & Little Drummer Boy - Bing Crosby are 
other least favourite Christmas songs" - these are long, 
drawn out songs that are not upbeat and again sound like 
funeral songs. 

C h o o s i n g  a  F a v o u r i t e   
C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l  

Hope, Love, and Caring surround us all the time. But in our 
dark moments we are no longer aware of this - we are 
blind , deaf to this. 

Music is a very special gift, it can inspire, it can bring on a 
smile, it can bring on a tear.  At Christmas, music can 
inspire the essential message that Love, Hope & Caring 
lives and continues to live despite how dark things may 
appear to be.  

My favourite, all our favourite Christmas music, whether it 
may be an angelic choir with full orchestra, or a quiet 
children's choir, or just a single voice, - inspires in us this 
essential message. Music can reveal  the precious miracle 
that we all celebrate, the joyous message of the miracle 
that we celebrate, and the essential gift of the miracle - 
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that Love, Hope and Caring live.  

What could be more joyous - a gift that inspires us to 
realize that Love, Hope and Caring still live, and also the 
companion gift, the gift that inspires us to help others in 
their dark moments to see, to hear, to live the essential 
miracle, Love, Hope, and Caring live. 

Merry Christmas!  

F r o m  m y   
C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l  M e m o r y  B a n k   

One of my favourite Christmas Carols is The Little 

Drummer Boy. When I was in middle school at John G. 
Althouse, I sang in the Triple Trio 
(nine girls – three sopranos, three 
altos and three tenors). I sang 
tenor. One of the songs we 
performed during one of the 
Christmas Concerts was The Little 

Drummer Bo” and because I was 
one of the tenors, all I sang was 
“Prum, Prum, Prum” over and over 
again – and I loved it as it probably matched my novice 
skill level as a singer. I have not sung in a choir since but 
maybe it’s time for me to join our choir – just kidding - not 
sure I can hold a tune. 

In 2004, when my twins, George and Audrey, were nine 
years old, they were both angels in the HVUC Christmas 
Eve Pageant and they sang a duet during the service. The 
song was Where is Christmas? My heart melts when I 
remember that night as they sang in the candle light on 
the chancel steps as I sat in one of the front pews with my 
mom and dad. What a wonderful memory!!!! 

In 2005, George sang a solo, at the Christmas Eve service, 
in memory of my mother who had passed away that year. 
He sang When Christmas Comes to Town, a song from the 
film, Polar Express.  How life can change in just one year.  

I am blessed with these and so many more Christmas 
memories.  

S i l e n t  N i g h t  t o  B r e a t h  o f  H e a v e n  

For many years when I was singing in the church choir, we 
did as many others do, sing Silent Night at the end of the 
service with candles lit and voices harmonizing every 

which way! Our Minister of Music would remind us every 
year that this carol is supposed to be a lullaby, not a foot 
stomping, roof raising," belt- it -out -for- all- its- worth" 
carol! He encouraged us to sing with care and reverence 
and as though we were cradling the Christ child. Ever since 
then, I work hard to ensure I am lulling that Babe to sleep, 
not trying to wake him up!! My very favourite part then 
was when a verse from the carol became an "a cappella" 
verse, the organ silent and only our voices singing to the 
new born King. 

Some of the "newer" songs have become favourites that 
herald the excitement, mystery and joy of the season. Our 
grown children (and Rick!) know that the season has 
officially begun once those CD's are loaded into the player.

(yes, I said CD's!)   Particular faves are from Point of 
Grace (When Love Came Down), Michael W. Smith (The 

Happiest Christmas) and Amy Grant (Breath of Heaven).  

F a v o r i t e  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l    

As Europeans, we celebrated Christmas Eve.   Growing up 
our parents took me, my brother and sister to Midnight 
mass and when we arrived home, a bell was heard ringing 
in the distance.  It was the sign that Jesus’ angels had 
come – we would then enter the room and see the 
beautiful Christmas tree for the first time.   

Magical, we all sang Silent Night in Hungarian, German and 
later English.  To this day, my favourite carol.  Cannot think 
of a least favourite as all carols speak to some wonderful 
part of Christmas. 

Blessings.  

 

M y  F a v o u r i t e  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l :  
T h e  H o l l y  a n d  t h e  I v y  

Although “The Holly and the Ivy” is not in our current 
hymn book, it brings back wonderful childhood memories 
as I grew up in England.  The reference to red berries 
reminds me of the hedgerows which were well populated 
with prickly dark green holly and bright red berries.  It was 
a favourite plant to use for Christmas decorations and 
because it grew wild it was easy to obtain.   The reference 
in the carol to the “rising of the sun and the running of the 
deer, the playing of the merry organ and sweet singing in 
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the choir” take me right back to the nostalgic images of 
winter time in England and the Christmases I experienced 
after the end of the Second World War.  

M y  L e a s t  F a v o u r i t e  C a r o l :   
W h i l e  S h e p h e r d s  W a t c h e d   

T h e i r  F l o c k s  b y  N i g h t   

I have always associated this carol with dirty socks!  At my 
primary school in England some of us would sing “while 
shepherds washed their socks by night all seated on the 
ground.”  This did not please 
our teachers, but these 
substituted words still remain in 
my mind and have spoiled 
any pleasure I might have 
gained from this carol.  I 
doubt that socks were 
available in Biblical times but 
the damage was done and for 
me, this carol will always be tainted by the image of 
shepherds doing their laundry at night instead of watching 
their sheep.   

 
T h e  H u r o n  C a r o l  

When my children were young the first Sunday of Advent 
at St Luke’s United Church was always a time for potluck 
and decorating the church, followed by Christmas 
caroling.   

In the early 1990s when Lloyd Bradshaw (our own Marnie 
Bradshaw’s husband) was our organist, he would make 
sure to first ask the children what they would like to 
sing.  My daughter Sara (about 5 at the time) shot her 
hand up immediately. I am sure Lloyd thought Sara was 
going to ask for something like Frosty the Snowman or 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer.   

I will always remember the 
look on his face when Sara 
asked for "My Mommy’s 
favourite please, the Huron 

Carol”.  It remains my 
favourite to this day, not only 
because the words are so 

meaningful but also because it holds this special place in 
my memory. 

A  C h r i s t m a s  M i r a c l e  
A n g l e s  i n  o u r  M i d s t  

On the Sunday following Christmas the tradition at our 
church is to sing carols interspersed with biblical readings.  
The choir has the day off and it's an easy service for the 
ministers who have been going full tilt through Advent. 

Before one set of carols our pastor told us that the carol 
composers of the late 19th Century were fascinated with 
angels.  Hence, we have Hark the Herald Angels Sing, and 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear and Angels We Have 

Heard on High.  He asked us to contemplate the 
possibility of angels in our midst.  Today, in the here and 
now. 

I knew that on Christmas afternoon I had experienced an 
angel.  And it happened at Baycrest, in the Silverman 
atrium where the lovely Steinway piano stands. I was 
feeling blue,  this second Christmas of my husband's 
sojourn in Baycrest since he was now neither talking nor 
walking.  With carols playing close to his ear from my 
iPhone I was walking him around filling in time before 
dinner.  And then I heard it.  The most glorious music was 
emanating from the Steinway and an older gentleman 
whom I hadn't seen before was sitting there just starting 
to play.  

 And play he did.  Celestial music, it seemed, although 
secular in nature, just flowed from his fingers.  He played 
as if divinely inspired and I was entranced.  I sat down, 
arranged my husband's wheelchair so he could see and we 
just listened as he played one glorious song after another. 
People walking by stopped and then sat down and this 
seemed to energize our musician even more.  He segued 
effortlessly from one tune to another with glorious 
arpeggios that seemed inspired by, well, the heavens. He 
was playing from the great musical shows from the 20th 
century.  Tunes from State Farm, Carousel, West Side 

Story, Camelot and others I couldn't identify but knew. 

This gentle, gifted man had a long salt and pepper grey 
beard and was in a black overcoat  with  tzitzit strings 
showing  so I wondered if he was a Baycrest volunteer 
performing an act of service on this quiet day.  His last 
song was the theme song from a movie that was a mega 



hit in 1970. Love Story premiered a few years after I had 
married the love of my life who was now beside me.  It 
was so poignant that a tear slid down my face and when 
he stopped, I went up to thank him and tell him that he 
had been a Christmas miracle for me.  My husband had 
not dozed nor become restless.  He was captivated by the 
passion and the artistry of the music as was everyone in 
the room.  He was, I told him, A Christmas Miracle. 

And then the most amazing thing happened.  He said that 
he was a professional musician and he resided in Israel.  
But he was visiting in our city for two weeks and when he 
was walking by he wondered if there was a piano which he 
could play and there was and he did.  He said he was 
grateful that people wanted to listen and he thanked us, 
for listening. His humility and grace made me believe right 
then and there that angels still appear.  And not ever 
where you expect.   

C h r i s t m a s   
w i t h  t h e  R u t h e r f o r d  C l a n  

My mother, Ruth Kinnear, was the 5th born and last child 
born to my grandmother Elizabeth (Bess) and my 
Grandfather, Sam Rutherford, who died before I was born. 
“Granny” was born in 1868 and lived until just past her 
90th birthday.  

Granny’s 5 children produced 13 
grandchildren. All my Aunts and 
Uncles, and spouses got along 
very well and were 
thoughtful  of each other. So 
one might expect that we 
cousins would be the same ... 
and so it was with each and 
every one of the cousins. 

Every Christmas we five families 
would gather at one of the 
larger homes to celebrate Christmas together. It was 
helpful that we all lived in Toronto, a much smaller city in 
those days. 

It was always a joyous and fun-filled Christmas. Our five 
families would each bring pot luck fare and feast on turkey 
and multi sumptuous treats, sing Christmas hymns and 
Christmas music. Santa would arrive at some point and 
gifts would be opened.  

As the years passed and the oldest cousins married, a new 
generation arrived. The oldest two cousins produced nine 
children and so the group grew. It was somewhat practical 
but sad, when, following a Christmas with thirty-five 
Rutherford clan together, the families decided to each 
celebrate future Christmases independently.  

The memories are wonderful and it has been fun for me to 
reflect on these wonderful past Christmas celebrations 
and the joyful sprit which continues to fill the air at this 
time of year.  
 

 

C h r i s t m a s  W e d d i n g  

O Come All Ye Faithful has always been a favourite 
Christmas carol of ours.   

We were married in the month of December and our 
guests sang it at our wedding. Our bridesmaids wore 
burgundy red dresses and carried white muffs with red 
roses. 

It was a Christmas wedding! 
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4 Joseph also went from the town of  

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 

called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 

the house and family of David.  

 

5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 

was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

 

6 While they were there, the time came for her to de-

liver her child.  

 

7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn.  

Luke 2:4-7 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A15-17&version=NRSV
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Moving Forward  
It is now our time to start building the future that we have 
envisioned.  It will be a joyful time and perhaps also a 
difficult time as we have difficult decisions to make.  It is 
important that we do this together, hand in hand.  We 
know that our iceberg is melting.  We also know that 
change is hard. What we decide now will influence and 
affect where we are in 5 and 10 years, and in fact if we will 
be here at all.  We have a short window. Through much 
thought and discussion we have decided our vision of 
sustainability is to reach out to others in our community to 
share with us the joy of our church experience through a 
significantly different, non-traditional approach to 
worship.  Now is the time to start the process of making 
that vision real.   

Reminding ourselves where we stand in the process of 
implementing our Strategic Plan, let’s just look back a 
moment, and remember where we have been in 2019. 

Winter 2019 (and before)  

We searched out other churches who were successfully 
implementing new ideas and sustaining or growing 
themselves.   

Spring 2019  
We relayed the experiences of those successful churches 
we visited to the congregation, and together with a great 
deal of congregational input  and the leadership of our 
Intentional Interim Minister Rev. Ian Manson we 
formulated a Strategic Plan that focused on reaching out 
to our community and attracting younger families by 
providing a more modern worship opportunity with 
modern music, supplemented with programming for 
children and youth, while sustaining our existing high 
quality traditional service (and not forgetting other 
constituent groups).  A second non-traditional modern 
service is the cornerstone of this plan.   

Summer 2019  
The new board of directors approved the strategic plan.  
Our Rev. Manson decided to sojourn in the Maritimes with 
his family, feeling that the bulk of the transition work had 
been completed.  The Intentional Interim Ministry period 
ended prematurely in August before implementation 
could begin. 

 

Fall 2019  
September - The congregation approved the Strategic Plan 
on September 28th. (Link to Strategic Plan. ) 

October – The board gave the mandate to the 
reconstituted Transition Team to be an Implementation 
Team to assist the board in moving forward with the 
implementation of the strategic plan.  The hard part has 
begun.  The group is advisory only – all decisions remain 
with the board of directors of the church.  This team for 
convenience is called TT2 – or Transition Team Second 
phase – as the Transition Team mandate ended with the 
termination of the Intentional Ministry period in August.  
The fundamental task of the committee is to aid in putting 
in place the human resources and financial resources to 
implement the second service.   

October, November   

• The TT2, along with the Stewardship team and Trustee 
team (thanks to both!), investigated how financing 
could be obtained from the United Church of Canada 
through grants, and how a longer-term bank financing 
might be made available should it be needed.  This is a 
continuing dialogue and expected to take a few 
months before concrete results are made. 

• The TT2 with the help of the Communications team 
are drafting our Living Faith Story.  This is a necessary 
document to be placed on the new ChurchHub -the 
UCC’s internal website for hiring ministers. The Living 
Faith Story is our way to portray our church and its 
work and history.  The story is being worked on for 
presentation to the board and hopefully its approval in 
December or January.  Financial information is also 
required for the ChurchHub, which our Treasurer and 
the Stewardship chair have helpfully provided. 

• The TT2 is working to define and work with the board 
to develop a ministerial-staff model, and ministerial 
job description for the position(s) to be filled. They will 
also need to be approved by the board before we 
proceed to a search.  As we move forward, we will also 
be looking at the form that the second service may 
take, perhaps experimenting as we go as to how this 
will look. 

• The TT2 has continued to visit churches to gather from 
their experience on implementation, having visited  

Continued on next page 

https://b171ffdd-0dc8-436b-b9ea-3cc773a66de8.filesusr.com/ugd/966a21_0ff1567d5e8f48aca4428a0262cec81e.pdf
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Water is Life - Over the past decade, Humber Valley UC 

has designated Advent as the season to support 

organizations building wells in Africa. Through GAIN 

(Global Aid International Network) we have helped to 

build 20 wells in Tanzania and Benin.  

 

With concerns about clean water issues in Canada’s 

indigenous communities, we have included Water First, 

a charity based in Ontario, to receive some of our funds 

as well. The goal of that organization is education both 

for native and non native communities. Internships in 

water treatment plants provide employment opportunities  

as well as safe water.  

 

The Outreach and Action Committee has designated $4,500 from 

Capital Funds as follows: 

GAIN - $3,000;  

Water First - $1,500. 

Individual donations through the church office and the offering  

plate will be added to these amounts. Please consider the value of  

water in our lives and help to make a difference in the lives of others. 

 

With thanks from the 

 

 

 

 

Visioning our Future, continued 

 

both Wellington Square in Burlington, and Lawrence Park for their 
invaluable assistance.   

Next Steps 

The next steps will include finalizing all the documentation to move to a 
ministerial search, as well as setting up a search team.  We are aiming for this 
to be finalized by the board over the December/January period and 
then for review by the congregation. 

We will do our very best to keep you posted on where we are.  
Please feel free at any time to talk to any one of the committee 
members with your questions and thoughts. 

For the Transition Team 2 (TT2)  

YEAR-END DONATIONS  

can be left as late as Monday, Dec. 30: 
1. in the church office, (either in person or put 
through the office door mail slot) or;  
2. In the mailbox outside the main doors 
(Anglesey entrance). 
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The report at right shows HVUC’s financial results to the 
end of October 2019.  Results for the same year-to-date 
period in 2018 are included for comparison purposes.    

As of October 31st, HVUC has an operating surplus of 
$25,124.  A key contributor was the use of the church for a 
movie shoot in August which contributed more than 
$40,000 to our revenue.  Realistically, we need to treat 
this as a one-off bonus since the probability of a similar 
occurrence next year is low.  If one ignores this added 
revenue, we would be looking at an operating deficit year-
to-date of approximately $15,000 which matches the 
budgeted deficit.   

By now, you should have received your givings report to 
the end of October along with a pledge form for 2020.  I 
urge you to complete your pledge and submit it to the 
office within the next couple of weeks.  If you have any 
questions/concerns about your givings report, please 
contact Anita Wakeman or me and we will make every 
effort to clarify or adjust if necessary. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Humber Valley 
United Church. Please continue to share your generosity in 
support of good stewardship. God gives it all and then calls 
us to share.  Stewardship for the Church is managing its 
resources and Stewardship individually for congregants is 
fulfilling our responsibilities to the Church to the best of 
our abilities. 

Respectfully, 

 

Chair – Stewardship & Finance Ministry 

HUMBER VALLEY UNITED CHURCH 

  

January – October 

  2019 2018 

Sources of Funds     

PAR, Envelope, Stock Givings 

  

$251,759 $247,510 

Use of Church $184,282 $131,860 

Trustees $15,830 $16,455 

Other (Loose Givings, Solar, etc.) $38,904 $29,746 

Outreach, Capital Givings $30,402 37,296 

Total Sources of Funds $521,177 $462,867 

 

      

Payroll $337,475 $398,830 

Building Expenses $47,188 $45,052 

Office $16,942 $24,562 

Presbytery Assessment $13,141 $11,948 

Music $22,487 $25,935 

      

Other Committees $28,418 $22,173 

Total Expenditures $465,651 

  

$528,500 

      

Transfers to Outreach and Capital 
HFs $30,402 37,296 

Operating Surplus/(Deficit) $25,124 

      
($102,929) 

The Christmas Season is Concert Season 
 

We welcome the many organizations that rehearse and perform at Humber Valley United.  
Plan to attend the many festive concerts being held in the beautiful HVUC Sanctuary.  

Contact the organizations for details. Tickets are between $20 and $30 and parking is free!   

  

 Nov.  30  7 pm  Canadian Croatian Choral Society 

 Dec. 1    6 pm  Canadian Croatian Choral Society 

 Dec. 7    7:30 pm Etobicoke Centennial Choir 

 Dec. 8    2 pm  HVUC Christmas Concert 

 Dec. 13   8 pm Etobicoke Philharmonic Orchestra 

 Dec. 14   8 pm The Ontario Pops  

 Dec. 15   3 pm The Harmony Singers 
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In memory of her husband who died suddenly 
last summer Mary Anne Wright has given 
permission for Humber Valley United to create a 
series of Christmas Cards based on Glenn’s 
wonderful water colours. 

As many of you know, Glenn was a primary 
school teacher who taught many of our kids at 
Humber Valley Junior Middle School. When he 
retired, Glenn took up water colour art seriously 
— with wonderful results. 

The Christmas cards sold out very quickly, even 
after a re-order and raised more than $600.00 to 
be donated to HVUC. 

In the new year we will make available another 
series of cards based on Glenn’s art. These will 
be themed on thinking of you and condolences. 
Watch the Eblasts for further information. 

 

Christmas Bake Sale, Sunday, December 15th 

After the worship service In Steed Hall 

A great opportunity to purchase home-baked goodies  
to serve to your guests over the Christmas season.  

Proceeds will go to the church. 
 

Calling all bakers! 
We need homemade cookies, squares, tarts, pies, cakes,  
savoury treats, etc for the bake sale mentioned above.  

If you are able to contribute please bring your goodies to Steed Hall that morning before the service.  We need you to 
package your items (squares, cookies & tarts in groups of 6 or 12).  You can purchase Christmas plates, tins, jars, cello-
phane wrap etc for packaging for a reasonable price at the dollar store.  We will also make sure that  there are some 
Christmas paper plates available in the church kitchen.  
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“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them.” 
Laurence Binyon 

Verse 4 of “The Fallen” 
 

Remembrance Day is about commemorating the 
servicemen and servicewomen who died serving our 
country during The Great War, World War II, The Korean 
War, and all subsequent wars, conflicts and peacekeeping 
operations.    Jonathan Vance, a military historian, wrote 
that “Remembrance Day is, in essence, a national funeral 
in which a nation re-enacts the burials of The Dead;  where 
there is an annual funeral, there can be no forgetting.” 

A Remembrance Day service is a solemn, moving occasion.  
The most significant part of the service is undoubtedly the 
two minutes of silence.  This is an opportunity for each of 
us, in our own way, to honour the sacrifices and memories 
of The Dead.  It is how we demonstrate respect and 
gratitude. 

Remembrance Day has its roots in The Great War, 1914-
1918.  Although moments of silence were frequently 
observed prior to, and during, The Great War, the two 
minutes of silence during the Remembrance Day service 
did not become an annual observance until after The Great 
War. 

Indeed, the two minutes of silence constituted our first 
Remembrance Day as we know it, and was initiated by 
King George V, our Queen’s grandfather.  Citizens of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, which included The 
Dominion of Canada, were still in mourning one year after 
The Great War had ended at 11:00 a.m. on November 11, 
1918.  The Commonwealth’s Dead numbered 1,000,000, 
and its wounded, 2,000,000.  Great Britain’s loss alone was 
723,000 men and women;  many more were wounded.  
Canada’s loss was 66,655 men and women, 19,000 of 
whom had no known graves.  172,950 Canadians were 
wounded.   

This, then, was the context for our first Remembrance 
Day.  There was a strong public desire throughout the 
Commonwealth to engage in activities intended to 
memorialize The Fallen, so that these men and women will 
never be forgotten.   

 

On November 7, 1919, King George V issued the following 
published appeal for an “Empire Silence”.  It read in part:   

To All My People 
 

“It is my desire and hope that at the hour when the 
Armistice came into force, the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh month, there may be, for the brief space of 
two minutes, a complete suspension of all our 
activities. 
 
All locomotion should cease, so that, in perfect 
stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be 
concentrated on reverent remembrance of the 
glorious dead.” 

 

  Various commentators have observed that, one hundred 
years ago, at 11:00 a.m. on November 11, 1919, all 
transport did come to a halt, that court trials paused, that 
stores did not sell their goods, that factory machinery was 
turned off, and that workers “…doffed their caps and 
bowed their heads as a calm hush descended over the 
Empire, and thoughts turned to relatives and friends lost 
on the battlefields.” 

The silent tribute of two minutes became an annual 
tradition in the following years.  Other traditions have 
since been added. 

Initially, the term “Remembrance Day” was not used;  
instead, the special day of remembrance was called 
Armistice Day.  From 1923 to 1931, Armistice Day was held 
on the Monday of the week in which November 11 fell.  
Thanksgiving Day was also celebrated on this day.  

In 1931, a Member of Parliament, Allan Neill, introduced a 
Bill to observe Armistice Day as a fixed day, November 11.  
As well, the word “Remembrance” would be used instead 
of “Armistice”.  The Bill passed.  Thus, the first 
Remembrance Day, which actually utilized the word 
“Remembrance”, was held on November 11, 1931.  
Thanksgiving Day was moved to October, where it is today. 

For many years, Toronto’s Great War veterans held a 
dinner on Remembrance Day.  The guest speaker on 
November 11, 1933 was to have been General Sir Arthur 
Currie, Canada’s Supreme Commander during the latter 
half of The Great War.  Unfortunately, he suffered a stroke 
on November 5, 1933, and was unable to attend.  His 
written address, which was read in his absence, highlights 
the meaning of the two-minutes of silence: 

 



“I hope that Armistice Day may never cease to 
be impressive.  I hope that the two-minutes 
interval of solemn silence will always be more 
than a formal  statutory gesture – that it will 
always mean a reverent pause, in which we 
gladly remember, with tender and grateful 
thoughts, those who died for our country’s 
ideals.” 

 

General Sir Arthur Currie is regarded as Canada’s greatest 
General.  He died on November 30, 1933.   

This year, as Canadians congregate on November 11 at 
cenotaphs, war memorials, and other venues in 
communities large and small, they will be participating in a 
Remembrance Day tradition launched a century ago by 
King George V.  By doing so, they will be remembering “…
those who died for our country’s ideals.” 

October, 2019   

 
 
Remembrance at  HVUC  
On, Sunday, November 10, the worship service was 
dedicated to those who served and, especially, those who 
died in the service of our country.  

Howard Langstaff, a veteran of the RCAF, led in a reading 
from The Fallen. We observed two minutes of silence after 
the Last Post was played. Rev. Dr. Rick Tamas reflection 
was on "I Die 4 LIFE”.  

Rob Kempson and Thomas Goetz’s duet, Tears in Heaven, 
was beautiful. 

Several people brought in mementos of their parents’ 
service in the wars — medals, photos, newspaper 
clippings — that were displayed at the front of the church. 
Steed Hall was decorated. 

We thank Jack Berryman who was not able to be at the 
service for submitting the essay above about the history of 
Remembrance, particularly the two minutes of silence. 
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We would like to thank our sponsors for their  

continuing support. The funds we receive for these  

ads help defray the costs of producing Connections. 

See page 20. 

 

If you would like to advertise in Connections, or if you 

know someone who might like to advertise,  please 

contact the office at 416-231-2263. We reach an  

audience of about 200 people in print and more on the 

Humber Valley website and Facebook page. 

 

We encourage everyone to consider the services our 

sponsors provide. 
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Humber Valley’s first ever Open Mic Night on November 
16 was a fantastic evening featuring performers ranging in 
age from a newly-minted 14 year-old to 90 years and 
holding. 

We felt like we were in a cozy pub with great 
entertainment.  

Thanks to all who 
performed and who 
attended! 

Stay tuned.  This event 
will be repeated in the 
New Year ! 

Many thanks to the Youth Group who prepared snacks and to Rev. Rick and Peter 
White for making sure the Internet was functioning. Thanks to Anders. George, and 
Rev Rick for our sound and lighting! We felt like we were in a cozy pub! 

We are thrilled to have a very active Youth Group under the direction of Rev. Rick 
Tamas and Licia Meldrum. They have performed several skits in Sunday services so 
far, and have plans for more, as well as regular movie nights and our first "Open 
Mic Night."  

They have undertaken a Christmas  Mission project for Youth Without  
Shelter and have started connecting with other youth and young adults from other 
United churches in the area!  

We have big plans in the coming year for this dynamic and talented group of young 
people!  

 

 

Prepare your Batteries for Recycling 

1. Tape over the ends of each battery or the 
spring ends on a 6 volt 

2. Do not tape batteries together - i.e. no 
stacking so that terminals are 
connected 

3. Do not tape together batteries 
of different chemistries. 

4. Store in a dry cool place   
 

Note from the Property Committee 



The  M a g i c  o f  t he  M e l o dy  

The November 2 concert featuring Valerie and Lauren 
Wood, Joni Henson, John Campbell, Jill Diane Filion, and 
friends was a very successful evening of music and a  
major fundraiser for Humber Valley United.  

All were touched by the mother/daughter duet, The 
Rose sung by Valerie 
and Lauren.  

The silent auction 
which followed the 
concert was a huge 
success, as can be seen 
by the crowd in Steed 
Hall.  

Thank you to the Wood and Smith families  
and all who participated. 
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Da y t i m e r s  

Rob Kempson was a fabulous presenter at 
Daytimers in October.  Not only did he 
tempt our appetites and travel urges, with 
his pictures of Danish pastries and of  
Copenhagen, but he had us humming and 
clapping along, as he sang for us at 
lunchtime.  

November brought us a return visit from 
two very talented photographers from the 

Etobicoke Camera Club, Judy and Carm Griffin.  They  
returned by popular request.   

Of course Santa Claus will be in attendance on December 
16th and there will be a pot pourri of entertainment.  We 
will start that event with our usual Advent communion 
service.  

Daytimers has something for everyone including our  
famous $8 served lunch.  There is no better time than now 
to come and join in the camaraderie and stimulation. 

 
The  F a b u l o us  F a l l  F a s h i o n  S ho w   

It was a Ladies’ Night Out and it was a great success.  

We made over $10,000.  

Everybody loved Zach’s fashions.  

Thank you to everyone who volunteered  
their time to make it such a success. 



W HI T E  GI FT S U N D AY     

December 15, 2019 

 
White Gift Sunday has its roots in a small Methodist Church in 
Ohio in 1904 when a minister’s wife, upset over her two 
daughters arguing over gifts they had received in a Sunday 
School Gift exchange, came up with the idea. She remem-
bered a story about the wise King Kublai Khan who received 
gifts from his people that were wrapped in white so that all 
the gifts looked the same. By doing this, the love and devo-
tion of the giver became more important than the gift.  

The following year, it was suggested that the Sunday School 
of the Methodist church bring gifts, wrapped in white so no-
one would feel ashamed of their gift and everyone would 
share in the joy of giving to others. The gifts would all be giv-
en to the people in need in the community. 

What began as a humble way to reflect on the love and devo-
tion of the giver and not the value of the gift has grown into 
today’s White Gift Services in many churches across several 
denominations.   Instead of focusing on receiving gifts, the 
focus shifted to bringing gifts to Jesus that could in turn be 
shared with people around the world who did not have 
much.  

On White Gift Sunday, December 15, we will again support 
the Jane Finch Community Ministries by purchasing gifts for 
children 6 months to 18 years old. Gifts in the range of $30 

would be helpful.   Sign up sheets will be provided Friday, 
November 29 in the narthex. 

The gifts should be brought on White Gift Sunday, December 
15th or to the church office prior. Please bring unwrapped, 
specify male/female and age of recipient. 

Thanks for opening your hearts to these children to make 
their Christmas a happier time. 
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Grandparents are invited to 
attend this fun drop in 
program filled with songs, 
playtime and laughter.  

Meet in the Hearth Room at 
Humber Valley United Church 
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 
11:30am.  

Colby, Kathy Kitchen’s 
grandson, Calvin, Gail Cook-Bennett’s grandson and 
Madilyn, Cheryl Drake’s granddaughter have enjoyed the 
program since it started in September.  

The Grams are having just as much fun as the children. 
Colby loves to share his toys with the others. Calvin has a 

winning smile and enjoys interaction with others. Madilyn 
likes the singing and to explore the room.  

We recently changed the name to Grands and Tots to 
make sure we are not missing out on any grandfathers 
who wish to take part. All are welcome! 

Contact Cheryl Drake for more information - Cheryl 
Drake@sympatico.ca  

 

White Gift Sunday 
 2018 

mailto:Drake@sympatico.ca
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It was with great sadness that we learned of the sudden death of 
Fred Torrie in October.   Fred’s cheerful and upbeat presence was 
appreciated by the members of our congregation and by the 
golfers and curlers with whom he played regularly.  His positive 
attitude and friendly nature will be missed by all of us.  Fred had a 
strong Christian faith and he enjoyed the camaraderie that was, for 
him, a strong part of his church life.  He also liked his food and a 
few years ago organized an informal monthly lunch for retired men 
in our church.   

Just before his death, Fred had made a reservation for our October 
lunch at the Red Lobster restaurant on the Queensway.  Even 
though Fred would not be with us, we decided to continue with the 
lunch as a tribute to him and about eighteen men came.  At the October lunch, the group decided it would like to 
continue meeting and that we would refer to the monthly event as “The Fred Torrie Lunch”.  Fred’s name will 
therefore live on as will his contribution to the life and work of our church and we will be reminded of his congeniality 
and warmth.  If any men would like to come to our monthly lunches please contact me.  

Editor’s note: Fred was a very popular member of Wendy MacBeth’s ushering team; he 
always had a smile and a little story to tell. Fred was also one of the best looking, and most 
popular, Men in Tuxes who served the ladies at Fabulous Fall Fashion Shows.  

 

 
 

Ta i zé  S e r v i c e s  i n  A d v e n t  

In the south of Burgundy, France lays a small village called Taizé. This village founded over seventy 
years ago by Brother Roger is home to a monastic 
community devoted to prayer and reconciliation. 
The community is made up of brothers from all the 
continents and major denominations who gather 
together three times a day, seven days a week, 
throughout the year to pray (whether there are 
7000 people present or only twenty).  

Taizé is “meditative worship”: worship that 
intentionally includes the elements of silence, 
repetition and sung prayer among other aspects.  

 

You are invited to join Rev. Dr. Rick each Thursday in Advent at 
6:00 pm for an hour of prayer, contemplation, song, and silence. 

November 28 to December 19 
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David L. Hynes 
B.Sc., B.Ed., J.D. 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary 

Specializing in 
Wills, estates and real estate transactions 

 

Suite 510                                      Tel. 416 639-1905 

10 Four Seasons Place                Fax. 416 639-1470 

Etobicoke, M9B 2B1                 david@hyneslegal.ca 

Original Oil Paintings and Sculpture – Frames – Prints 

Limited Editions – Custom Framing – Restoration Work 

88 Advance Road       Toronto Ontario M8Z 2T7     

Tel. (416) 239-5427        Fax (416) 233-4915 

 

     www.westmountgallery.com                             westmountgalery@bellnet.ca  

Gallery Ltd. 
W e s t m o u n t  

Judy Smith 
President 

 

mailto:david@hyneslegal.ca


 

D U R I N G  A D V E N T  J O I N  U S  I N  W O R S H I P   
 
Taizé  W o r s h i p  Thursdays 6-7pm (Nov 28-Dec 19) 
 

On Sunday mornings at 10:30: 

Dec. 1    Advent I—H o p e  

Dec. 8    Advent II—P e a c e       

Dec. 15  Advent III—J o y  White Gift Sunday 

Dec. 22  Advent IV — L o v e   Communion 

 

S E A S O N A L  E V E N T S  

Dec. 3    6:00 pm    Evening of Comfort and Joy 

Dec. 8    2:00 pm   Festive Follies  Concert featuring 
HVUC Chancel choir,  soloists, and Handbell Ensemble. 
Free-will offering 

Dec. 15  6:30 pm   Light the Humber Valley Christmas 
Tree —  Caroling and hot chocolate — Outdoor event 

Dec. 16  11:30 am  Santa visits Daytimers 

 

 

 

C H R I S T M A S  S E R V I C E S  

Dec. 24   5:30 pm Family Service  
               (come early for refreshments) 

               10:00 pm Communion, Carols,  
               Candlelight  (come early for refreshments) 

Dec. 29   10:30 am Carols and Readings am Carols 

Jan. 5      10:30 am Auld Lang Syne.  

A reception featuring Scottish treats and bever-
ages follows the service 
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