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T h e R e v e r e n d ’s R e f l e c t i o n :
What does the Lord require of you?
Seek justice, love kindness
and walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

There are many turns of phrase in scripture
that reference walking as a holy endeavour:
“walking in the ways of God”….
“walking before God”…
“walking in the light of God”

Wa l k i n g w i t h G o d

I went on a 500 mile ”end to end” pilgrimage
of the Bruce Trail. I say “pilgrimage”, because,
more than a physical endeavour, and more
than a naturalist’s adventure,
the journey became a daily
re-awakening to the God who walks
with us;
I experienced the hike itself as a finetuning or re-orienting toward God.

all implying a holy reverence for and obedience to God.
But for a moment, I’d like to revisit a very
old-fashioned notion; the understanding that
we can walk “with” God.
I say “old-fashioned” because it is only in the
most distant of our faith memories that we
recall such pleasures; only in the most ancient
of stories that we recount such leisure.

Feathers found
along the path
became blessings.
Interaction with
wildlife became
sacrament.
Breathing became
prayer.

What I’m talking
about here is what
the mystics refer to as contemplation…. a
In Genesis 3 we are told that Adam and Eve
way of living and being in the world that is
heard God “walking through the garden in the God-centred rather than self-centred.
evening breeze.” Implicit in the story is the
As we enter the season of Lent, there will be
understanding that such sunset strolls with
opportunities to wrestle more with this conGod had been regular activities for the coutemplative theme; the Week of Guided Prayple.
er, the Wednesday evening gatherings which
Again in Genesis 5 we are told that during
will feature Taize style singing and engageEnoch’s long life he “walked with God.” And
ment with the writings of Franciscan priest
then in Genesis 6, we hear about Noah who
Richard Rohr, and of course, Sunday
“walked with God.”
worship.
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Pancake Supper
February 28, 6 pm
Voting on Remits
Lunch & Learn
Feb 26 and Mar 5

After that, it would seem, we forgot to under- I look forward to the walk, with you,
take such regular re-creational pursuits.
and with God.

Week of Guided Prayer
March 19-26

As you know, this past fall, as a way of
Blessings,
intentionally kick-starting my sabbatical time, Mark

Tri-City Gospel Chorus Concert
March 26.
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F r o m t h e E d i t o r ’s D e s k
A n n i v e r s a r i e s — E v e n t s t h a t c h a n g e d o u r Wo r l d

On his first Sunday back from his sabbatical Rev. Mark
challenged us to celebrate and reflect on our past and our
future in 2017. This edition of Connections is the first in
our one-year celebration of anniversaries of events that
have changed our world. Each edition will focus on one
particular anniversary and we’ll scatter your stories about
Canada’s sesquicentennial throughout the year.
There are anniversaries every year but 2017 seems especially rich in significant anniversaries.












Canada is 150 years old,
the Reformation is 500 years old,
the Russian Revolution happened 100 years ago,
the first World War ended 100 years ago,
Women in Ontario got the vote 100 years ago,
the Maple Leafs first played as a hockey team 100
years ago,
Humber Valley United Church is 65 years old,
the first heart transplant happened 50 years ago,
Elvis Presley died 40 years ago,
the Blue Jays were the first Canadian team to win the
World Series 25 years ago, and
there are some HVUC people celebrating really significant birthdays and anniversaries.

In this edition you’ll find a very informative article about
the Protestant Reformation by Ted Loewen. The Reformation changed the church but it also had very significant
political, social and economic consequences. You’ll also
get to read about what happened in the Brown, Dallimore

and Roper families in 1967, Canada’s centennial, and see
pictures of some HVUC people who have celebrated special birthdays.
I’m sure these and other anniversaries will be the topic of
discussions and the themes for worship and various congregational meetings. I just got an email about the March
UCW Unit 7 and 6 meeting celebrating 150 years of Canadian women. October 29, 2017, Reformation Sunday, will
provide us with more insights about where our church is
headed.
I hope you are visiting our website www.hvuc.ca. It carries
the latest news, photographs and information about
HVUC. Sermons are available to watch from home and
there is a link to the current edition of Connections.
This issue of Connections is brimming with news about our
vital congregation and the many wonderful things that
have happened in the last couple of months. But not everything has made it to these pages. There are new stoves
in the kitchen, UCW units have held interesting meetings,
people have met for lunch and dinner and to play bridge,
people gather in the Hearth Room to watch major political
and sports events together. . . Send me the story and we’ll
share it with the congregation.
I love to hear from you. Please send me your comments,
stories, and suggestions.
Susanne@hyneslegal.ca

Susanne Hynes

THE FRED VAN DER VLIET AWARD FOR INOVATION AND CREATIVITY
Created in 2014 to recognise members or adherents of
HVUC who have proposed innovative/creative ideas and
solutions during the past year which could make a significant contribution to advancing the work of the church.
Winners to date: Bill Cahoon, Joanne Stenerson, and Jim
Koziak.

Recipients will be lay members or adherents of HVUC.
Recommendations should show how the project(s) in
question has/have involved new thinking or concepts or
has involved building on an existing program in an innovative way. Innovative and creative ideas could be in Christian education and youth, music, outreach, worship, spiritual transformation, our buildings, furnishings and/or
equipment, seniors, membership growth or governance.

Fred Van der Vliet was a man brimming with new ideas
and alternative solutions to issues and activities in the
Nominations should be submitted to Gary Halpenny
church. Examples included an improved way of measuring at gandmhalpenny@rogers.com or to the church office
weekly church attendance, organizing a fall hike, and the on or before March 5th, 2017
Robbie Burns event.

Puff Balls and Birds’ Feathers!
Did you know you can eat puff balls (a type of mushroom)? Could you identify a downy woodpecker’s feathers compared to those of a swan? These were just two of
the challenges that Rev. Mark presented to some 200 people in the Humber Valley Sanctuary on Sunday evening,
February 12th, Mark gave a wonderful presentation of his
hike along the entire 894 kilometre length of the Bruce
Trail last year from Queenston to Tobermory as part of his
Sabbatical leave.
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thanks for the fiBeth Gilhespy,
nancial contribuCEO, Bruce Trail
Conservancy
tion which the
and Rev. Mark
evening’s event
Winger
had raised for the
Bruce Trail Conservancy. The Conservancy obtains
most of its funding
from individual
The occasion was a Bruce Trail Benefit Dinner. Mark’s
donations and -presentation was preceded by a dinner of shepherds’ pie, has been able to
salad and rhubarb pie washed down with wine or punch
purchase and preand coffee. The dinner was prepared by Lorraine Winger
serve much of the
and her team, and served in the Arthur Steed Fellowship
Niagara EscarpHall which was completely full. In addition to Humber Val- ment land on
ley folk, members of the Camera Club and the Bruce Trail which the Bruce
Conservancy joined us for the evening.
Trail runs. Of the
$20 per person
Mark took over 500 pictures on his hike and entertained
us with some 200 slides, projected on to the front screens cost of the
in the Sanctuary. His pictures illustrated many of the fea- Feb.12th dinner, at least $10 per person is be donated to
tures he discovered on the trail. He described various as- the Conservancy plus the proceeds from an auction of pictures donated by Mark. These donations will assist the
pects of the landscape, the geology, waterfalls, wildlife,
fauna and flora, some of the remains of old human habita- Conservancy to purchase more land for preservation.
tion, etc.. He also focused on the great variety of birds
It was a wonderful evening and a reminder to us all of the
and mushrooms he discovered on the way. We learned
benefits of preserving and conserving our natural landthat the Niagara escarpment, which was designated as a
scape. The Bruce Trail is known world-wide as a successWorld Biosphere reserve in 1990, provides critical habitat ful conservation venture and the fact that it is on our
for 50 species of fern, 44 species of orchids, 34 species of doorstep makes it a very attractive place to visit and enreptiles and amphibians, 90 species of fish, more than 300 joy.
species of birds, and countless invertebrates.
Thank you Mark for sharing your experiences with us and
At the end of the presentation, the CEO of the Bruce Trail making us more aware.
Conservancy, Beth Gilhespy, congratulated Mark on his
achievement and presented him with a certificate and
David Dallimore
award for completing the entire trail. She expressed

Many of the photos in this edition of Connections were taken by Bill Cahoon.
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A Glance at the Reformation
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. On October 31, 1517
Martin Luther posted ninety-five theses about
the church for discussion at Wittenberg University in Germany. Luther’s action is generally credited with triggering the events that
gave birth to the Protestant churches.

Martin Luther
1483 – 1546
His 95 Theses shook the
church and the world.

John Wycliffe 1324-1384
Translated the Bible into
English

Martin Luther
While studying Romans in preparation for a
lecture, Luther, a monk and professor of theology, found new meaning for Romans 1:17,
“He who through faith is righteous shall live”
– one is accepted by faith in Christ and not by
good works. After this revelation, Luther said
“Now I felt myself newborn and in Paradise.
All the Holy Scriptures looked different to
me…” In this light, many church practices
based on human teachings would be perceived as being contrary to the Biblical teachings. Luther was particularly against the selling of indulgences – the pardon of one’s sins
in return for specific sums of money. The
church took no actions on Luther’s and other
Christians’ concerns regarding this practice.

Luther was summoned to Rome
to be tried for heresy but did not
go knowing he would likely have
been killed as was the fate of
John Hus 1369 -1415 was
burned at the stake for his others advocating church reform.
He was consequently excommureform preaching.
nicated and placed under the
ban of the empire, allowing anyone to kill him as a heretic, but
he was supported by local people
who loved him as well as by
some of those in power.

John Knox 1514 – 1572

At Wartburg castle, where he
fled for safety, he translated the
Greek New Testament to Ger-

man. He was dedicated to making it possible
for every German, including even a simple
plowboy, to read the bible. Later he also
translated the Old Testament. He returned to
Wittenberg, under the protection of Duke
Frederick the Wise, sending ministers and
teachers to help clergy in many churches. He
wrote catechisms for use in the churches as
well as many hymns, including “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

Other Reformers
Many reformers before Luther helped in preparing the way. John Wycliffe was considered
the “Morning Star of the Reformation”. Wycliffe, a professor at Oxford University, became
a reformer in his later years. He presented his
beliefs, that the church should be as poor as
the Apostles and that Christ had given it authority only over spiritual matters, to representatives of the Pope at Bruges in 1374.
These views were rejected and he gave up
hope of reform through councils and clergy.
On his return to England he urged the king to
reform the church and that the scriptures be
made available to all people.

Similarly, John Hus (1369 -1415), a professor
at the University of Prague, guided by the
writings of Wycliffe, became a leader of the
reform movement in Bohemia. His preaching
and reform proposals were very popular but
because he attacked the papacy, the corruption of the clergy, the sale of indulgences and
other problems, he lost support of the bishops
and of King Wenceslas. He had been granted
safe passage to Constance to defend his views
before a general council of the church. When
he got there he was not given an opportunity
to present his teachings to the council, but
jailed and put on trial as a heretic. Pope John
XXIII condemned him and he was subsequently burned to ashes. Later, in 1572, a picture
painted in Bohemia showed Wycliffe striking a
spark, Hus kindling the coals with it, and Luther holding up the flaming torch.
John Calvin or Jehan Cauvin was born in
France and studied theology and law in the
University of Paris. Influenced by Luther’s
writings he promoted reformation in France
and published “Institutes of the Christian Religion”. He condemned the false purity of the
Roman Catholic Church as well as the sinful
living of the immoral sinners. Persecuted in
France, he fled to Switzerland in 1536. There
he worked with other reformers, preached at
several churches and continued his writings.
He had an immense influence on the Reformation as John Knox became an admirer of
Calvin and brought Calvinism to Scotland
where the Presbyterian Church has its roots.
Calvinistic ideas also inspired the Puritan revolution in England under Oliver Cromwell in
1645 and the colonization of New England in
the 1620s.
Ulrich Zwingli, a leader of the Reformation in
Zurich, Switzerland shared many of the beliefs
of Luther but extended his criticism of the
Catholic Church in 1522 to infant baptism. A
student and follower of Zwingli, Conrad
Grebel in 1525 performed a baptism of an

Ten Things about the Reformation
Page 5

1. Reform was needed in the 15th century
church.
2. Martin Luther didn’t intend to start a new
denomination.
3. Without the printing press the reformation would have failed.
4. Motives for supporting or opposing reform
were as much political as religious.
5. Britain got off lightly in the religious wars.
6. The Reformation paved the way for the
Enlightenment.

John Calvin, 1509-1564,
condemned the false purity
of the Roman Catholic
Church

7. Failure to embrace reform led to economic decline.
8. The Reformation contributed to European
colonialism.
9. Protestantism helped local languages to
survive.
10. The Counter-Reformation created new
fashions in art and music.
Source: Emma Mason, BBC History Magazine

“Luther’s conviction about being saved by
God’s grace came from a sudden insight as
he wrestled with a passage from Paul’s
Letter to the Romans. For Luther and other
Reformation leaders, scripture was the primary means through which we hear God’s
Word. They did not believe the Bible is the
literal Word of God, but they did believe that
as we read scripture and wrestle with it, collectively in worship as well as in individual
and group study, we can hear God’s Word to
us and for us.”

Ulrich Zwingli, 1484 1531, Leader of the Swiss
Reformation

Conrad Grebel, 1498 1526, Adult baptism

Source: Countdown to the 500th Anniversary of the
Protestant Revolution, United Church of Canada.

Reformation Sunday is October 29, 2017
adult, who had been previously baptized as a
child in the Catholic Church, on his confession Menno Simons, 1496 –
1561, believed in pacifism
of faith. (Conrad Grebel University College at the
and the separation of
University of Waterloo is named after him.)
church and state

Page 6

Reformation, continued

Numerous similar baptisms followed and these reformers Catholic Church. He also passionately believed in pacifism
became known as Anabaptist (meaning “re-baptizers”).
and the separation of church and state.
The Anabaptists movement quickly spread to parts of Germany, Austria, Belgium and particularly the Netherlands. A Swiss Mennonite bishop, Jacob Amman, felt the church
was losing its purity and broke with his brethren to form a
One of the most influential Anabaptist leaders in the Neth- new Christian fellowship. His followers were called
erlands was Menno Simons, after whom a branch of the
“Amish”.
Anabaptists, the Mennonites, was subsequently named.
Simons, was ordained a Catholic priest in the northern
The invention of the printing press by Johann Gutenberg
Dutch province of Friesland. Even in his first year as a
(1400 – 1468) enabled the reproduction of Luther’s and
priest he was troubled by many of the Roman Catholic
other reformers’ writings and made them available to
doctrines. He later commented that his early life as a
large numbers of people.
priest as wasting time in careless living, “playing cards,
drinking, and in diversions as, alas, is the fashion and usThe Protestant Reformation resulted in more than a cenage of such useless people.” He wrote that he was influtury of conflict among Christians, persecutions and wars
enced by Luther and the study of the Scriptures, which he that resulted in a great number of deaths, up to one half
believed were not consistent with many teachings of the of the population in some communities was lost due to
wars.

Today
Currently there are encouraging signs of unity among
Christians. Last year Pope Francis marked the milestone of
the Reformation with members of the Lutheran World
Federation at Lund Cathedral in Sweden. Pope Francis
praised Luther for restoring Scripture to the centrality of
the church and that we are saved “by God’s grace alone”
and commemorated Reformation Sunday with a sermon
“recognizing error and seeking forgiveness” for past divisions.
Ted Loewen

Conrad Grebel University College is a liberal arts college founded by the Mennonite church and affiliated with the University
of Waterloo. The mission and programs of Grebel are rooted in
and inspired by its Christian identity and its Anabaptist / Mennonite heritage.
The mission of Conrad Grebel University College is to seek wisdom, nurture faith, and pursue justice and peace in service to
church and society.
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Let there be Music
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Music has always been a very important part of Humber
Valley’s activities whether as part of worship services or
through the various concerts and recitals our talented musicians have given.
In more recent years, our church has also become a favourite venue for local community music groups. Our
sanctuary offers a very inviting performance space and we
are becoming known even more as a music friendly and
music oriented institution.

Ontario Pops Orchestra

Listed below are the ten music groups who are performing All of the above are in addition to our own Humber Valley
music groups:
and/or practicing here:
After Dinner Mints
Canadian Croatian Choral Society
Etobicoke Centennial Choir
Harmony Singers
Lorienne Swales Vocal Studio
The Queensmen
Ontario Pops Orchestra
Toronto Concert Band
Tri City Chorus
Ukrainian Youth Ensemble

The Chancel Choir
The Concert Choir
The Junior Choir
The Handbell Ensemble
One of the big challenges is the scheduling of all of these
musical performances. This is especially true at Christmas
time. While it is hoped that you will support some of the
concerts put on by these various groups, it is also hoped
that you will not overlook the musical events that our own
Humber Valley musicians also present for your musical
and listening enjoyment and support them.
David Dallimore

Etobicoke Centennial Choir

Aw a r d s f o r B r u c e a n d S h a w n a - M a r i e
Congratulations to Bruce Boyd (former Clerk of Session at
HVUC) and Shawna Marie Harper (daughter of Greg & Lori)
who received community recognition awards at MPP Yvan
Baker's annual Community Recognition Awards held Jan. 15.
Bruce received his award for his contributions as teacher and
coach at Richview Collegiate and Shawna Marie for her involvement as convenor of the Blastball division at Royal York
Baseball League
Thank you to both of them for their community involvement.
Kathy Kitchen
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O u r A u d i o Vi s u a l Te a m

We C a n S e e Yo u

George, Carla, Anders, Tom, and sometimes Jim, Cheryl,
Deborah, Peter and Murray are our wonderful team supporting the AV needs of our church. Although Murphy's
Law is often in place, we try our best every Sunday to
keep things running smoothly. If you want to join our
team, let one of us know. We continue to be supported by

Brian Davis and his company, Audioplus (the company
that originally installed the booth and all the equipment) thank goodness. Please come and say hello to us in the
booth.
George Turnbull

1 0 0 Ye a r s o f Wo m e n ’s R i g h t t o Vo t e i n O n t a r i o
In this year of celebrating Canada at 150, we’ll also mark a very significant event in women’s history — the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote in Ontario, on April 12th, 2017.
To mark this occasion, the Legislative Assembly of Ontario in Toronto will be
assembling 107 remarkable young women between the ages of 18-23 for a
unique, one-day program. One woman will be selected from each provincial riding to represent their community to experience parliament in action, meet
prominent Ontario women and key parliamentary figures and gain a behind-thescenes perspective of Ontario’s parliament.
If you are — or know — a young woman with an interest in civics and current
affairs who might like to participate in this exciting experience, please use/share
this link to apply to attend the event. Deadline for online application is February
28th, 2017.
Lynn Manning

Flags fly above the entrance to Ontario’s
Legislative Building.

Memories: Canada at 100 —
I was 3 years old on Canada's 100th Birthday. I fondly recall the new flagpole at the front of the house and what I
remember as a purple Centennial flag with the stylized
maple leaf made out of triangles.
We had a 45 RPM record with the Centennial theme
song ....
CA-NA-DA, We love thee,
CA-NA-DA, Strong and Free
It's the 100th anniversary of ..
CON-FED-ERA-TION
EV-ERY-BODY SING TO-GE-THER (back to start)
Mom and Dad took us to Expo 67 in Montreal
twice. Mom's mom, Dode, rode in a wheelchair and carried all our stuff on her lap. Each afternoon I'd have my
nap on her lap while the family continued to tour.
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rocket ship takeoff .... we arrived just as the movie was
starting and seating was scant, so I was allowed to sit
alone with my family scattered in empty seats nearby. The movie counted down 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 and
then I screamed out BLASTOFF .. my whole family knew
who had said it and apparently the whole crowd laughed.
One night when we went to get the ferry back to the city,
the people from the back of the lineup were coming
around the sides and filling the ferries, so we stood for 2
hours, Mom and Dad trying to hold 2 sleepy preschoolers. The next night, Expo had dozens of personnel
at the ferry dock to make sure things went better, and
families with young children were moved to the front of
the line.
My grandpa had sublet an apartment for us from a gentleman at Islington Golf Club. It's funny the things that stick
in your 3-year-old mind: I recall a 6-pack of coke bottles in
the cupboard when we arrived - to a family that rarely had
pop, that was notable! There were two dogs at the apartment when we arrived and they jumped on our backs
when we were crouched down - for a family without a
dog, that was notable too! I also recall sitting at the table
in the apartment eating breakfast, but not much else.

The buildings included displays from many countries
around the world. My
recollection is that the
Persian Building had huge
tall cylinders on the front
which were decked out to
look like Persian Carpets ..
a quick trip to Google
All in all, Expo 67 was GREAT! I'm so glad that my family
taught me that this was
the Iranian Pavilion and it didn't mention that the columns chose to take us there so we have these great memories,
were supposed to be carpets so I may have been misguid- even 50 years later.
ed!
Nancy Roper
We LOVED riding the Minirails, although the lineups were
often long - the best days of all were when we got the
Ontario Pavilion
Minirail that went through the crystal ball (which Google
tells me was the American Pavilion). I also recall a log
flume but it had a crazy long line and I don't think we ever
managed to get on. One of the pavilions (American, likely?) had a 360 degree surround movie that included a

Christmas Lights on July 1
Other than Expo what I remember is that someone in politics asked us in December to leave up our Christmas lights
– not to keep them lit though the winter – and July 1st,
I remember the Ontario Pavilion at Expo 67. To my surprise
turn them on. As I recall we all did!
some of the sculpture, art, and photographs featured in
the Pavilion are now housed in the corridors of Whitney
Bobby Gimby wrote the song Ca-na-da and recorded it
Block, Queen’s Park, where I worked for years.
with children’s voices. It was very catchy.
Sally Roper

Susanne Hynes
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Who are the Stephen Ministers?

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ
Galatians 6:2, NRSV
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in congregations using the Stephen Series system. Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers - called Stephen Ministers - to provide highquality, confidential, Christ-centred care to people who are
hurting.
Humber Valley’s very first Stephen Minister class is nearing
the end of 50 hours of training and we are soon to be commissioned.
Mary Moffat Johansson: I have really enjoyed getting to
know the other Stephen Minister candidates and I have
also found that some of the training has rubbed off into my
life as a teacher and personally. I have really enjoyed the
training.
FUN FACT: As a kid I read Harriet the Spy and that set in motion the idea that I wanted
to become a spy. Although I did not eventually do that, I took Russian in University
thinking it might come in useful if I had to be posted to Siberia!
Deb Turnbull: The Stephen Ministry training has made ME rethink how I listen and
relate to people and has given me the skills to be more empathetic and to be a process rather than results-oriented thinker.
FUN FACT: I was a member of Queen's University's very first intercollegiate women's
waterpolo team. We came second in Canada in our first year (1973).
Joanne Stenerson: Some of the best things I've learned through the Stephen Ministry training are: better listening
skills, how to support a grieving person, and how important this program is to all who need support at one time or another. This program has also strengthened my faith.
FUN FACT: I am a member of "Postcrossing." I send and receive postcards (and messages of goodwill) from people all
over the world.
David Dallimore: I have particularly enjoyed role playing scenarios related to the many aspects and components
of Stephen Ministry. As a group we have had of lot of fun using this training method and it should greatly benefit the
quality of care giving that each of us can provide.
FUN FACT: As a result of Stephen Ministry role playing, I have discovered an interest in acting!
Juanita Macpherson: There are THREE important things I have learned through the Stephen Ministry training: better
listening skills, caring for others as God cares for us, and patience.
FUN FACT: Spending the day before Christmas with my daughter shopping for each other. Buying what we would like
to have, then wrapping them up and going to the Christmas Eve Service at the church.
Judith Dallimore: Patience is not one of my strong suits and I have learned how important it is in the application
of Stephen Ministry. I tend also to be a results oriented person, but now know that the process towards achieving results is the most important part.
FUN FACT: I am passionate about bare trees, daffodils, and sheep!

We l c o m e t o t h e N e w F r e e z e r a t H V U C
It all started with a wish to donate a New Freezer to the
church. The problem how to get it moved from my basement to the church across the street and down about 6
houses.
After many false starts
Murray Smith organized
a crew of 6 to attend at
my house on Sat Jan 7, a
mild January day about 9 degrees C.
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ray Smith managed the move through the first two doors
and around the first two corners.
Then came re-enforcements: Michael Orr and the two
youngest members of the team together with the rest did
true levitation up the
stairs, around one more
corner, and into the front
hall. Then 4 of the group
hoisted it through the
front hall out the front
door and onto the trailer
provided by Peter White.
See attached photo taken just as everyone
headed to the church for
installation of the new
freezer in its new home.

They assembled in the
laundry room in my
basement where the
Freezer sat. After considering that it would not fit
out the door, hinges
were removed from 2
doors, extra tools were
Thanks to all who particisolicited from the church
pated, the committee
( false start as not availameetings
on site which
Seven Men and a Freezer = Eight Frozen Assets
ble when Derric returned
determined the final sucfrom his sleuthing attempt). Then the attempt to remove cess of the mission and the camaraderie shared by those
the door and the revised idea to remove the handle, with who participated.
which the committee of 6 finally agreed. Best foot forward
A true Connections Moment.
let’s move it out and see how it goes. Team of Dennis
Schettler, Derric Moillett, Allan Orr, Peter White and Mur- Sharon E. Dowdall

Stephen Ministers, continued
Lynn Manning: I have really enjoyed the Stephen Minister sessions. Although they are intense, our group has had a lot of fun together and I feel
very cared for as we have explored some of our own feelings and experiences in learning how to be an effective Stephen Minister.
FUN FACT: I went through most of 5th grade in Honolulu, Hawaii. My most
vivid memory of that time is when it only rained in one half of the back
yard.
Andrea Ostvik-Van der Vliet: I have learned that there is a tremendous
amount of both skill and knowledge to obtain before attempting this position. I still know, however, that genuine Christian love and the keen desire
to make a real difference in someone's life is at the heart of it all. I really
enjoy the closeness and camaraderie with the other SM. These are friends I
trust with my life and have shared some of my most intimate feelings with.
Lynn Manning

If you feel you are struggling through
a difficult time in your life
— perhaps experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal
illness, or some other life crisis —
and would like to be considered as a
care receiver please contact our
Referrals Coordinator
Juanita Macpherson
(416) 233-9018
juanita.macpherson@sympatico.ca
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Stewardship Update

The following report shows the financial results to the end of December 2016. Results for the same year-to-date period in 2015 are also included below for comparison purREVENUES
poses
2016
2015
As shown at right, as of the end of the December planned
programming and operating expenditures were more
than planned revenue amounts, resulting in an operating
deficit of $11.1K; however we ended the year with an
overall surplus of $64.7K as a result of receiving a special
donation of $75.8K and transferring $33.8K from capital
funds to cover the cost of supply for our minister’s sabbatical. The surplus funds will be transferred to the Capital account to reimburse the Capital account for amounts
used in prior years to offset operating deficits.
Although envelope and PAR givings were lower than last
year, we received increased revenue from use of church.
The revenue amounts included in the income statement
includes capital donations and receipts received for Outreach and special initiatives; amounts that were not reported in the 2015 income statement, but have been included in the 2016 statements for completeness of reporting. As shown in the statement these amounts were
transferred to the Holding Fund accounts used to administer these funds.
Thank you for your ongoing financial support of Humber
Valley United Church that includes your support to current year programming and church operations, our ongoing capital campaign and special outreach projects. As
shown at right, in addition to the PAR and envelope givings shown, approximately $10K of capital contributions,
donations of $39.7K for a variety of outreach projects and
other special initiatives, and a special donation of $75.8K
were received.
Please continue to share your generosity in support of
good stewardship.
God gives it all and then calls us to share.
Stewardship for the Church is managing its resources.
Stewardship individually for congregants is fulfilling our
responsibilities to the Church to the best of our abilities.
Steve McCorquodale
Chair, Leadership Team

PAR Givings

193,415

200,595

Envelopes/Stock Donations

136,530

154,796

Use of Church

161,525

139,548

Trustees

19,841

22,800

Other

38,937

30,854

549,978

548,593

Subtotal Operating Revenue
Special Donation

75,800

Transfer from Capital to fund
Sabbatical Supply
Capital Receipts

33,802

Receipts for Outreach and Special Initiatives
Total Sources of Funds

32,388

10,175

702,143

See below
See below
548,593

360,043

348,230

Building Expenses

65,827

76,929

Office

23,921

26,121

Mission and Service

11,090

7,069

Presbytery Assessment

16,930

16,813

Music

28,947

23,702

Stewardship and Finance

28,013

27,973

Other Committees

21,315

9,650

Solar Depreciation

5,000

5,000

561,086

541,487

(11,108)

7,106

EXPENDITURES
Payroll

Subtotal Operating Expenditures
Operating Deficit/Surplus
Supply for Sabbatical

33,802

Transfers to HFs for Outreach,
Capital, etc.

42,563

Total Expenditures & Transfers to HFs
Overall Surplus

637,451

541,487

64,692

7,106

Photos from the Christmas Season
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HUMBER VALLEY UNITED CHURCH PRESENTS

the TRI-CITY GOSPEL CHORUS
AN 80-MALE VOICE A CAPPELLA GOSPEL CHORUS
A Singspiration Service of joy, laughter, hymn-singing,
fun and heart-reaching stories

Sunday, March 26, 2017 - 7:00 p.m.

NO TICKETS REQUIRED!
A free will offering will be received to support Sleeping
Children Around the World and the Work of Humber Valley United Church in the Community
Humber Valley United Church - 76 Anglesley Blvd. Etob.
Followed by a Reception in Arthur Steed Hall
Anglesey Blvd. Toronto, Ont. M9A 3C1 Phone: 416.231.2263 Email: hvuc@rogers.com www.hvuc.ca
HUMBER VALLEY UNITED “THE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY CHURCH”

We e k o f G u i d e d P r a y e r
A Week of Guided Prayer is a retreat in the midst of daily
life. Participants focus attention on God's activity in their
lives through praying scripture.
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to be guided in prayer experience.

The Companion supports the Retreatant, seeking to keep
them attentive to God's leading, and guiding the ReThe week is based on our trust that God is interested in
treatant through questions, suggestions and shared expecommunicating with us through prayer. Rather than draw- rience.
ing apart from our normal agenda, a Week of Guided
Prayer helps us to centre on God in the midst of our regu- The closing two-hour session to be held on the Saturday
March 26th, is a celebration of how and where God has
lar activities.
touched us through the week. It offers time for silent reEvelyn Underhill writes:
flection, large and small group sharing, and an evaluation
of the week. Opportunities for ongoing prayer support are
"It is not easy under every day schedules to learn
reviewed. Through communion, Retreatants are commisand maintain the act of steadfast attention to God;
sioned to continue their journey.
yet no art could more closely serve God's purpose
than this."
Coordinators oversee the week and provide support for
the Companions. Companions and Coordinators meet to
A Week of Guided Prayer is an affirmation of our intention share in a fellowship meal, reflect upon the experience of
to pray. It is the discipline of prayer within our daily life.
the week, and pray together. The Coordinators meet with
the Companions and each other to enhance their spiritual
Praying scripture involves reading a passage until it bejourney. The Companions guide the Retreatants in being
comes familiar and then in a spirit of openness to God
attentive to God during the retreat. The Week of Guided
letting our imagination engage the words or story. Using
Prayer Planning Committee will take registrations, ensure
all five senses we experience the scripture and listen for
rooms are reserved and quiet is maintained throughout
God’s direction for our lives through the passage.
the week.
An opening two-hour session, will be held on Sunday
HVUC is holding its 2017 WoGP March 19th
March 19th, to provide an opportunity for fellowship bethrough March 26th.
tween Retreatants and those who will companion them
through the week. It introduces the theme and an experiTheme: “Woven with God’s Love”
ence of praying scripture with journalling. The Retreatant
is given the daily scripture material for prayer based upon Please talk to Joanne Stenerson, Judith Dallimore or Lynn
the theme which unfolds during the week. Together the
Manning for more information. We are taking registraRetreatant and Companion establish a schedule of daily
tions through the first week in March.
meetings of one-half hour in length. Monday to Friday the
From Hamilton Conference WoGP Brochure
Retreatants covenant to pray 30 minutes privately each
day, and to meet with their Companion 30 minutes daily
Joanne Stenerson

Farew ell
It’s only been a month since my last Sunday at Humber
Valley. Thank you for the wonderful send-off during the
service on Sunday, January 8, 2017. I have enjoyed my
time with you immensely.
Some of my treasured memories include: attending Alpha
and partaking in the delicious meals, listening to the inspiring music from the choir, the soloists, and from Paul
Chant, hiking on the Bruce Trail, presenting liturgical
dance on the fourth Sunday of Advent, playing the
“djembe” drum, visiting with you in your homes, taking

part in the Daytimers and in the UCW activities, and creating the Christmas eve and Christmas day services with
the worship team.
It was a wonderfully beneficial opportunity to minister
with you during my time between permanent jobs. I will
take fond memories of Humber Valley with me to the new
position at Thornhill United.
Rev. Irene Ty
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HVUC at the
Government and Community Services Fair

For the second year Humber Valley United Church has
had a booth at the government and community services fair at Cloverdale Mall. This year the fair was
held on Saturday, February 11th, from 11:00-3:00.
We answered many questions about our church and
our Daytimers programme in particular. Although
many people just stopped long enough to grab a candy off the table, we tried to keep track of how many
people we actually talked to about either the church,
Daytimers or our upcoming pancake supper (or all 3)
and counted at least 116.
Hopefully we will see some new people at our next Daytimers (or the Pancake Supper)! We thought it was interesting
to note that we were the only church clearly identified as attending; perhaps we might also see some new faces at our
worship services.
Lynn Manning and Barbara Clarke

Day timers
December: Rev Irene and Rev Tim from St Giles officiated
at a beautiful advent communion service, Kathy Kitchen
led our excellent kitchen team in providing a delicious turkey lunch and Tapestry Residence made our dessert. Lorienne and Paul helped us with our carol singing and of
course Santa was there. Everyone took home a newly
planted hyacinth bulb, which bloomed during January.

February: Please come and join us. You will be entertained by The After Dinner Mints choral group.
In March we will be visited by Tanya, a paramedic.

On May 8th Daytimers is sponsoring a group to go on a bus trip to
January: Our January speaker was suddenly called for jury Stratford to see HMS Pinafore.
Anyone is welcome, as long as we
duty so Catherine Ireland filled in at the last minute and
delighted everyone with stories of Steven Ireland's unique have seats available Just contact
Hindu/Christian marriage to Minali. Minali's mum, Mona, Judith. 416 239 5319.
and sister brought some of the fabulous outfits to show
Judith Dallimore
us, including the heavily embossed red wedding gown.
Shelagh Chapman posed as our model and was draped in
a pretty sari by Mona.

Pastoral Care Team with Rev. Rick Tamas and Rev. Irene Ty

Santa Bill at the December
meeting

H V U C We l c o m e D e s k
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newcomers to Humber Valley United Church.
The desk is staffed each week, and has brochures and information on the programs we hold at HVUC. If you bring
any visitors or meet any newcomers, please invite them to
take a look at the desk and talk to the welcoming people,
and if they wish, to leave us their contact information so
we may follow up with anything of interest to them. Welcoming newcomers is important, for them and for all of
us.

As part of our Gracious Hospitality, we have set up a Welcome Desk in the Narthex before service to welcome all

On the Lighter Side …
A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't
make me a better boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a
real good time like I am."

Together with the Sunday Greeters and Ushers the Welcome Desk is part of Gracious Hospitality at HVUC .
Constance Crosby
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5,
and Ryan 3. The boys began to argue over who would get
the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a
moral lesson. "If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let
my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.'
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you
be Jesus!"

After the baptism of his baby brother in church, Jason
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car. His
father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the
boy replied, "That preacher said he wanted us brought up A woman invited some people to dinner. At the table, she
turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, "Would you
in a Christian home, and I wanted to stay with you."
like to say the blessing?"
A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were "I wouldn't know what to say," the girl replied.
on the way to church service, "And why is it necessary to "Just say what you hear Mommy say," the woman anbe quiet in church?" One bright little girl replied, "Because swered.
people are sleeping."
The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why on
earth did I invite all these people to dinner?"
Submitted by Cathy Wilkes
Happy Birthday Cheryl Drake

Happy Birthday Peter Morgan
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Leprosy Campaign
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On behalf of effect:hope (The Leprosy Mission Canada,) the Outreach and Action Committee sends our very sincere
appreciation to everyone who contributed to our week-long campaign. At this point we do not know the amount of
the donations. But whatever it is, we did our best to provide support and caring for people suffering from this debilitating disease and to contribute to effect:hope’s ongoing research to find an end to leprosy. We have full confidence
in effect:hope as they continue to dedicate their services to all aspects of leprosy. They firmly believe God is calling
them to do so. Thank you again so very much for your willingness to engage in helping these impoverished people
who have to cope with this horrific disease.
Jean Koziak

DAFFODILS FOR EASTER
Spring plants will be arranged in the sanctuary to celebrate the joy of Easter Sunday
morning.
Following the service, these plants
will be delivered to ill, bereaved
and shut-in members of
the community.
As has been our tradition, these
pots of plants are donated in
memory or in honour of loved
ones and friends.
If you would like to make a donation - cost $10 per plant - contact Cheryl in the office.
All donations will be acknowledged at the Easter
morning service.

For the Garden of Your Daily Living
Plant Three Rows of Peas
1. Peace of Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul
Plant Four Rows of Squash
1. Squash Gossip
2. Squash Indifference
3. Squash Grumbling
4. Squash Selfishness
Plant Four Rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce Be Faithful
2. Lettuce be Kind
3. Lettuce be Patient
4. Lettuce Really Love One Another

THE TORONTO CONCERT BAND
presents Hallelujah! featuring the Hallelujah Chorus
from Handel's Messiah, Copland's famous Appalachian Spring and the second instalment of our seasonlong performance of Robert W. Smith's The Divine
Comedy: Purgatorio

No Garden is Complete Without Turnips
1. Turnip for Meetings
2. Turnip for Service
3. Turnip to Help One Another
To Conclude our Garden We Must Have
Thyme

7:30 pm March 4th at HVUC

1. Thyme for Each Other

Tickets $20 - torontoconcertband.com

2. Thyme for Family

THE ONTARIO POPS ORCHESTRA

3. Thyme for Friends

presents Dance Extravaganza – featuring Graham
School of Dance, Swansea School of Irish Dance.
Rhythm and Motion Dance Studio.
Mar 3rd in the Sanctuary at 8pm
Tickets $20 on line at ontariopops.com

Water freely with patience
and cultivate freely with love.
There is much fruit in your garden
because you reap what you sow.
Pass it on.
Submitted by Mabs Smith
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In home emotional support for people who would
benefit from companionship and practical assistance.
Certified social service worker available.
Flexible hours and rates are available.
FREE initial consultation.

Services Provided:
-companionship
(socializing, playing games,
accompaniment to events)
-simple exercise, such as
taking a walk
-shopping (groceries, gifts,
household needs, etc.)

-light housework

-medication reminders

-errands
-meal plan and prep

-assistance with minor
personal care

-laundry

-offering drop-in visits

-hospital visits

-weekly updates for family
members

-caregiver relief (non-medical)

Contact Beth Hamilton at 647-462-8805 email: beth.hth@gmail.com

F i f t y Ye a r s A g o
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Canada’s 150th Anniversary brings back special memories
of 1967, Canada’s Centennial year.

shore line, the Prairies with their iconic grain elevators,
the splendour and magnificence of the Rockies and the
beauty of Vancouver perched on the edge of the coastal
1967, was the year that Canada celebrated its 100th birth- mountain ranges. On the way home we travelled through
day. The previous year, Judith and I were married in Eng- northern BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan, back through
land and first emigrated to Canada. While that was a mile- Winnipeg and then along the Highway 11 northern route
stone year for us, 1967 was perhaps even more special in of the Trans Canada Highway through that part of Norththat our first child, Simon, was born
ern Ontario.
in Toronto at the Salvation Army Hospital on Church Street. And in 2017,
It was a wonderful trip and I
of course, Simon will be celebrating
guess we fell in love with Canada,
his 50th birthday. It doesn’t seem
its beauty and, most of all the
possible.
people. The following year we
completed our cross Canada trip
Centennial year was a great time to
by driving through Quebec and
be new to Canada. There were so
the Maritimes which convinced
Hea
ding
many events and such a wonderful
We
us even more that Canada was a
st fo
spirit of friendliness and celebration.
r Ca
great country from sea to sea.
nad
We could not have wished for a
a’s
Many years later we did complete
100
th
better introduction to our new counthe final piece of the Canadian
try. We decided to celebrate Canamosaic by visiting Newfoundland
da’s 100th birthday not by going east
so that we can now truly say that
to see Expo in Montreal but by headwe have visited all ten provinces.
ing west in an effort to see the great
And all of these travels of discovery had their origins in the
western half of Canada. So, with a three month old baby celebration of Canada’s 100th birthday. Anniversaries are
we set off on a three week drive across Canada to Vancou- worth celebrating!
ver and back. We marvelled at the lakes and forests of
Northern Ontario, the size and beauty of the Lake Superior David Dallimore

Canada 100
In 1967, I was a wee child living with my wonderful family
in Dorval (very close to the then Dorval International Airport now Trudeau International), Quebec .
From what I can remember, being so young, was celebrating this day with my family and friends on my street.
I remember singing the great songs of Canada's 100 birthday that we sing now at Wendy's cottage, my parents buying the commemorative LP record and then I claimed it
when my parents moved to Bermuda in 1981. I played
and sang all the wonderful tunes when I had the LP (even
doing my very best with the French tunes as well).
Living in Montreal, we had many opportunities to visit Expo '67. What I remember most about Expo '67, was the
round big white ball and the mono rails--Today I don't recall what was in the round big ball. I was in Kindergarten
and we must have had celebrations there too but I can't

remember and the
words to "Oh Canada"
were quite different
from today's version.
I hope when we celebrate our sesquicentennial, the government will bring back
the wonderful memories of the old Canadian tunes on that LP.
I am planning to commemorate our 150th birthday by going to Centennial Park and Ribfest.
Jennifer Brown
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Our Sponsors
We would like to thank our sponsors for their continuing support.
The funds we receive for these ads help defray the costs of producing Connections.
We encourage everyone to consider the services our sponsors provide.

Roohi & Associate
Chartered Professional
Accountants LLP
w ww .roohic pa.c om
info@roohic pa.c om
9 0 5 - 891- 9 5 1 1
Mailing Address
5-2325 Hurontario St. #186

Office Address
77 City Centre Drive. Ste 501

Mississauga, ON

Mississauga, ON

L5A 4K4

L5B 1M5

Our Sponsors
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We s t m o u n t
Gallery Ltd.

Original Oil Paintings and Sculpture – Frames – Prints
Limited Editions – Custom Framing – Restoration Work
88 Advance Road

Judy Smith
President

www.westmountgallery.com

Great Coffee

Great Food

Catering

Toronto Ontario M8Z 2T7

Tel. (416) 239-5427

Fax (416) 233-4915

westmountgalery@bellnet.ca

David L. Hynes
B.Sc., B.Ed., J.D.

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary

Thorncrest Plaza
1500 Islington Ave.
Toronto, ON, M9A 3L8
416-232-0512

Specializing in
Wills, estates and real estate transactions
Suite 510
10 Four Seasons Place
Etobicoke, M9B 2B1

Tel. 416 639-1905
Fax. 416 639-1470
david@hyneslegal.ca

Invitation to
Lunch and Learn
8 REMITS
Remit 1

Remit 2

The Leadership Council invites you to share
sandwiches, coffee and fellowship in the Hearth Room
immediately after Church service
ending promptly at 1PM
to learn about the changes being proposed
to the structure of the United Church of Canada

Three
Council
Model

Transfer +
Settlement

Remit 3

Remit 4

Office of
Vocation

Funding a
New Model

Remit 5

Remit 6

All, please come and join us!

Ministry
Partners

One Order
of Ministry

It will be INTERESTING!!!

Remit 7

Remit 8

Candidacy
Pathways

Membership
Model

You will not be asked to vote or make any commitment
You will have an opportunity
to ask questions and express your views

Guest Speakers:
Feb 26 11:45-1 Rev Carol Bennett (Remits 1 & 4)
Mar 5 11:45-1

Revs Catherine &Henry McLeod
(Remits 2,3 & 6)

More Info: www.GC42.ca/remits

PANCAKE SUPPER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28th – 6pm
Tickets $5 each, $3 children, or $15 for a family of four or
more – on sale Sunday in Arthur Steed Fellowship Hall or
through the office during the week. A Service of Ashes will
follow in the Hearth Room. All Welcome!

STRATFORD TRIP

PARABLES, PRAYERS AND PROMISES
a Lenten daily devotional on Jesus. May be purchased
through the church office for $15 - while supplies last.

LENT PROGRAM AT HVUC
Contemplative Christian Living

Join us for a Taize style intro each evening followed by
Some seats left on the bus trip to Stratford. Cost - $174 conversation based on Franciscan Priest Richard Rohr’s
per person, includes the bus, tickets to HMS Pinafore, daily meditations, which participants will receive via email.
lunch in Elmhurst, all gratuities and a snack for the return
Wednesdays March 1—April 5 7:00 pm Hearth Room
journey. Contact Judith as soon as you can 416 803 8204.
For those who are already going, your payment was due at
Email Carla Sandrin to sign up Carla@hvuc.ca
the end of January, cheques made out to Judith Dallimore.
or call the church office

Humber Valley United
the friendly community church

76 Anglesey Blvd., Etobicoke, Ontario M9A 3C1
Telephone: 416-231-2263
Email: hvuc@rogers.com
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